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WE HAVE 5 CORE VALUES: 
 WORSHIPPING 
 Jesus at the centre 
 DISCIPLING 
 Every member growing 
 MINISTERING 
 Everyone using their gifts 
 BUILDING COMMUNITY 
 Open, honest relationships 
 REACHING OUT 
 Reaching out into the 
 community 

Please let me  have any items for 

the January  magazine by 20th 

Dec  at the latest. Thank you. 

Email address 

yvonne.mead@mcbc.org.uk 

Please email me if you would like 

an electronic copy each month  

 

I’m not sure if you have noticed 
but the shops have thought it 
Christmas since October if not 
earlier.  Walking through 
Nuneaton in early November I 
heard Christmas carols being 
played on the kettle drum.  It sounded good 
but IT WASN’T Christmas. 

It is now Advent and still not Christmas 
actually.  Advent is a time of expectation, of 
waiting and excitement.  Anyone who has 
awaited the birth of a child whether it was your 
own or a grandchild or the child of close friend, 
will know the excitement that rises as the due 
date draws near.  Some of you might 
remember my sermon series in my first Advent 
here at MCBC (can you believe that this is our 
fifth Advent here already?) when I spoke of the 
greatest teaser advertising campaign ever.  For 
centuries the Prophets had spoken of the 
coming of a King anointed by God, and then 
having promised and promised, prophesied and 
prophesied, they went silent.  For over 400 
years the people waited and the silence of the 
prophets must have been deafening.  Then just 
at the right time in the history of the earth, 
when just the right people were still watching 
and waiting, God moved. 

In truth in the 21st century we don’t do waiting 
very well. We have email that sets an 
expectation for immediate replies, phones that 
demand our attention whenever they ring, 
wherever we are, and fast food so we don’t 
even have to wait to eat.  We can order on-line 
for things and by paying a bit more have them 
plop through our letter box the very next  



 

morning.  Why eat seasonal vegetables when we can simply buy them from 
the supermarket where they have been forced in greenhouses or imported 
from warmer climes?  We don’t need to wait for next week’s episode of a 
programme as we can now watch them “on-demand”.  In fact “On-demand” 
describes much of life these days doesn’t it!  Would the 21st century have 
waited for the  coming of the messiah?  I wonder as I type how much      
influence this has on our expectations of prayer. Are we willing to be       
patient, expectant, maybe even excited about how God will answer our 
prayer? 

I know that for some of you as you read this it will in the light of your       
already decorated Christmas tree.  For others you might be reading this and 
thinking for the first time about when you might start to prepare for the 
coming holiday season, but I would like to encourage all of us to take a    
moment each day during Advent to consider what this time of waiting is 
about.  Let us ask ourselves are we waiting eagerly, full of excitement for 
the coming King?  If we had waited 400 years would we have begun to look 
elsewhere by now?  What would we be expecting if we had been waiting 
this long?  Would we believe it when the King transpired to be a baby?   

Let us remember who it is we celebrate at Christmas: A messiah foretold for 
thousands of years; a king awaited for hundreds of years; a baby expected 
for 9 months; a ministry that lasted just 3 years; a death planned in eternity; 
and a resurrection foretold yet unexpected after just 3 days. 

Its not Christmas yet.  Let us instead wait, thinking about who it is we wait 
for.  Let us prepare ourselves for a king who has promised to come again, 
and let’s allow ourselves to get excited and expectant over the birth of a 
child – a child who not only became King of heaven and earth but who is 
our very future. 

Oh and when it’s time – Merry Christmas Everybody. 

Did you know there are 24 chapters in 
Luke’s Gospel? Why not read one  
chapter a day throughout Advent.   

 By Christmas day you will have read 
the entire story of Jesus and will be 
ready to celebrate his birth. 



Wednesday  11th December We have a  wonderful opportunity to bless  our 

local  community at this time of year, by carol singing in our neighbouring 

streets. If you don’t want to sing you can still be a blessing by giving  out    

Christmas cards and mince pies and chatting with  our neighbours. . This year we 

are holding 2 sessions. Our 1st session will allow our younger children to be         

involved, meeting at 16.30. The 2nd session is for everyone and will be meeting 

at 18.45. Afterwards we will meet back at church to warm up with hots drinks & 

minces pies.  

Sunday 22nd December                                                                         

 Morning Crib Service– come dressed as your favourite nativity  character. 

Evening Carols by Candlelight service at 6.00pm followed by hot drinks and 

mince pies. 

Tuesday 24th  Christmas Eve : Janet and Andy Down  will be holding a Christmas  

Jumper Open House from 5.00-10.30pm please feel free to stay for as short or 

long as you would like to. 1 Park Cottages Ansley CV10 0QP 

 25th December 10.00am Christmas Day service the collection will be  shared 

between Hope for Justice and Mercy Ships  

There will be no evening service  

Sunday 30th December celebration of the Year usual 10.45 start but will       

include bacon butties ! 

There will be no evening service 

Sunday 5th January  : Morning Covenant service                                            

6.00pm Evening service as usual 



You may remember that Mary who is a nurse specialising in palliative care 

had earlier in the year  flown out  to  one of the ’stans to work with and 

train a new team there. Her main focus had been to learn the language, 

and to settle into the new situation with the new team. 

She is now 2 months into learning the language, but because of a shortage 

of workers she has been helping out with advice through a translator. 

Please pray that language learning continues to go well. 

Pray for the bereaved family she has been helping. 

Pray for the Fathers love to be seen and felt with the help and advice. 

Pray for the paperwork etc, that is holding up staff coming back into the 

team. 

And finally please pray for protection for Mary as she seeks to reach out 

and show the Love of God in action. 

During December  the board will be in church 

for those who would like  to send a card to 

the church family , and donate the money 

that would have been  spent buying lots of 

individual cards to charity.  

The charities that will benefit this year will be  

Hope for Justice and Mercy Ships. 



The December Prayer focus  topics are : 

The Saints project  

Their website is up and running please visit www.saints.nuneaton.org  

To be able to see the exciting work that has taken place inside the    

building prior to the official launch in January 

Christmas activities ( including Winter Night Shelter ) 

Please pray for all the opportunities we will have this season to share 

the love of God with our local communities and to show that love  in 

very practical ways through winter night shelter. 

TLG ( transforming Lives for Good) 

Please come along to the morning service on 8th December to celebrate 

and hear from Beth Prescott about the work of TLG throughout the UK, 

and to pray for the work of  TLG  in our local community. 

Please let us come together and lift them in prayer this month in our 

personal time, home groups and prayer triplets as well as the prayer 

meeting which is on: Thursday  5th at 7.30pm  

 The next Vision meeting will be on 26th  January  



 

 

 

Today we  celebrate birthdays to mark a  beginning 
of a journey in this world, but if you look back in 
Jewish history  birthdays were not really celebrated 
in the time of Jesus birth. We know of course  that 
the 25th December is not the actual date, but we 
choose to celebrate that on an unknown  date in     
history Jesus was born into this world and we can    
celebrate that His birth marked a beginning, the 
beginning of the good news of salvation, the start 

of something real...the salvation of sinners. And so we celebrate that God 
gave the first Christmas gift  of all time when He gave us His own Son, 
Jesus,  Immanuel, God with us. 

 

 

 

John Taylor 

Jonathan Neale 

Paul Toon 

Hanna Winson 

Julia Stain 

Heather Read   

Liz  Watson 

Steve  Coller  

John Costin 

Tiffany Howe  

          Congratulations to  

 Rick & Maggie Showler  

Who made their vows  in 1969 

and are now celebrating  

Their Golden Wedding anniversary  

Congratulations to Lynn & Terry Salter on the 

birth of  their Grandson Judah who arrived 

safely on the 3rd November at 5.30am     

weighing 5lb 



December   2019     

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 Advent week  
            1  Hope  
10.45 All age  Family 
Service   
                 
18.00      Communion 
Service  
 

2 
10.00       CAP Cafe 
10.30 Food Bank 
11. 15     TLG Coaching  
19.30     YDG  at  
Manse 

20.00        AA 

3 
9.30      Little Treasures   
14.00   Tuesday 
Fellowship     19.30   Colin 
& Wendy's HG 
19.00 WNS  

4 
14.00  Barbara's     
          Home Group  
 
19.00   Film night at  
            MCBC  “  It’s a 
        wonderful life   “       
 

 

5 
9.30      Sew and grow  
10.30    Food Bank 
19.30    Prayer meeting  

6 
9.30  Little Treasures   

7 
10.00 am  
Kids cinema 
club 
19.30 AA 

8 Advent week  
             2 Peace   
10.45 Morning   
service   
                 Celebrating TLG 
13.00      Fellowship lunch  
                 
18..00       Café Church    
 

9 
  
10.00      CAP Cafe 
10.30 Food Bank 
11. 15   TLG Coaching * 
12.30      CAP   
         Christmas Meal  
19.30     YDG  at Manse 

20.00        AA 

10 
9.30      Little Treasures   
14.00  Tuesday Fellowship                
19.30   Colin & Wendy's 
HG 
19.00 WNS  

11 
 
 14.00  Barbara's     
          Home Group  
16.30 Carol singing 

18.45 Carol singing  

12 
9.30        Sew and grow  
10.30 Food Bank 

 

13 
9.30  Little Treasures   
 

14 
14.00 Private 
party  
           
19.30 AA 

15 Advent week  
            3 Joy 

10.45 Morning service   
18.00     Traditional 
service              

16 
9.30      Cap office  
10.30 Food Bank 
11. 15   TLG Coaching * 
19.30     YDG  at  

Manse 

20.00  AA 

17      

   9.30   Little Treasures    
              Christmas party 
 14.00 Tuesday Fellowship   
 19.30 Colin & Wendy'sHG 

19.00  WNS  

18 
14.00  Barbara's     
          Home Group  
19.00 Stoma support 

group   
 

19 
 9.30       Sew and grow            
10.30 Food Bank 
 

20 

 
9.30  Little Treasures   
        Christmas party  

21 
19.30 AA 
 

22 Advent week  
             4 Love  
 
10.45    Crib Service  
18.00  Carols by  
Candlelight  

23 
9.30      Cap office 
10.30 Food Bank 
20.00  AA 
 

24 
19.00  WNS  

25 
   10.00  Christmas  
                Service     
  
   

26 
10.30 Food Bank 
 
  

27 

 
28 
 
   19.30 AA 
 

29 

        
10.45 Morning  
Celebration Service 
          
            No evening service  

30 
            
10.30 Food Bank 
20.00  AA 
   

31 New Years Eve  

    
19.00   WNS  
 

1  New Years Day  
 
  

2 
10.30   Food Bank 
 
 

3 
 

 

4 
10.00 am  
Kids cinema 
club 
19.30 AA 
 

**Please pray for the  
TLG  1: 1 coach who   will 
be in Weddington school 
during term time  
Mondays 11.15-12.15   

    CAP Debt coach 
available 
Monday & 
Thursday unless  
shown  

9.30-5.30  
between home 
visits 
Contact: Terry 
Salter 
    07890592985 



CHURCH MATTERS 

DECEMBER FLOWERS PROVIDED BY 
 
   1st  December                   - 
   8th                            Mrs A Bradbury   
 15th                             Beryl Marriot 
 22nd                                      - 
 29th                                      - 
   Please see Joan Clarke if you would like to join the rota. 

EVENING SERVICES 

1st Sunday  Communion service with prayer for healing 

2nd Sunday Café Church: Watch a short video and discuss it in   

   an informal setting, with coffee & cakes  

3rd Sunday  Traditional Service: Using the older hymns so many    

   miss in our modern expressions of worship 

4th Sunday  Carols by Candlelight   

5th Sunday         No evening service,   the next Ecumenical service will 

                              be on the 29th March 2020  

PRAYER MEETINGS 

Prayer meetings are on  the first 

Thursday of the month.  

Next meeting  is on 5th at  7.30pm 

Date of next Vision meeting  will 

be  on 26th January 

 
 



CHURCH MEMBERS MEETINGS 
 

Church members meetings are held bi-monthly on the third Thursday 
of the odd numbered months.   

The proposed dates for 2020 are :  
16th Jan: 19th March:21st  May  :  16th July:                                         

17th September :19th November  

AGM will be : on the 17th September  

TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP        
                     

Tuesday fellowship would love you to 
join them on a Tuesday afternoon at 
2.00 for a time of praise and fellowship 
plus fascinating speakers December  
dates are: 
 
3rd December       Advent Service 
10th December     Carol Service  
17th December      Sharing tea and reflection on the year. 
 
Tuesday fellowship will then have a break over the Christmas and 
New Year period  returning on 7th January . 

                    

 We would really appreciate donations of mince 

pies for  the Carol singing in the streets on 11th 

December and also the Carols By Candlelight 

service on the 22nd  December. 

Please leave your donated pies clearly labelled 

in the kitchen. Thank you 



 

Book Review  
 
   
      

 

 

The miracle of Christmas : 15 inspirational 
stories to read through the Advent Season                                 
by Stormie  OMartian  

Or if you prefer to settle back and just listen then 

visit www.Christmas withstormie.com  for a free 

audio download.      

The story of the birth of Jesus has a meaning for  every day of our lives , not 

just for Christmas time, and so although this book is called the Miracle of 

Christmas may I suggest  the story is for all seasons of our lives. 

“Imagine finding out that the dream you had dreamed for a lifetime was  

finally coming true. What would your feelings be? 

Awe...excitement….fear…...Hope?.....In this lovely little book Stormie talks 

about the prophets of old Isaiah, Mica & Jeramiah who were each given a 

part of the prophecy which told of God’s plan. A day in the future when His 

own Son would be born on earth. 

She then tells of  Mary and joseph , Zacharias, the shepherds, wise men 

Simeon and Anna. What must they have felt when they heard that the long 

awaited Messiah was finally coming, would their worlds ever be the same 

again? 

 In her unique style Stormie has written 15 short devotionals helping us to 

explore what each key player in the Christmas story may have thought , felt 

and believed,  and she has at the end of each the written a prayer  that  we 

can relate to , and pray over our live and our loved ones.  I love her books 

on the Power of a Praying Wife / Husband / Parent  and these prayers     

follow the same theme ,  so real, heartfelt and moving. I hope that through 

the Christmas season you will experience afresh the perfect gift of God’s 

son to a needy world. 



Sabbatical Feedback 

Many of you will know that I was privileged to have a Sabbatical break during the 
month of October having been Debt Counselling for Christians Against Poverty 
(CAP) for the last 8 years since we opened the Debt Centre.   
This time was spent taking a break from clients, listening to God whilst walking in 
the Lake District and exploring Mental Health provision within Nuneaton &        
Bedworth. 
The time was definitely not a holiday but the change of routine was very beneficial 
in helping me to re-focus and know how to assist my clients more effectively when 
they have a mental health condition.  With over 50% of my clients being in this 
category what I have learned will be very useful. 
Making myself engage with Mental Health services was hard.   Being an introvert I 
found it difficult visiting Mental Health support groups and NHS Mental Health 
service providers.     
 I visited a number of Drop in Centres and came away   exhausted from making 
conversation with new people and trying to understand what these groups are 
doing to help those whom they support.    Each time I was well received by the 
staff and there was really no other way to find out what is on offer than just getting 
out there and connecting with those who are struggling with their mental health.    
Especially draining was the day I spent shadowing a Community Psychiatric Nurse 
(CPN) at Avenue Clinic.   Going out on visits with him really brought home how 
difficult the job was and how under- resourced they are in terms of staffing.  
However it wasn’t all hard and I found that the Nuneaton Mind Group are doing a 
fantastic job running a Drop in Centre at Nuneaton Chambers, near to Halfords Car 
Park.   I went to their walk-in session where they provide one to one support and 
then went back in an evening for their peer led support group which was very well 
attended.   The atmosphere there was really good, such a caring community really 
looking out for one another and providing much needed support to help people 
with Mental Health issues to continue to live independently and remove some of 
their isolation.   This group also introduced me to the “Five ways to wellbeing” 
training materials.  The 5 ways are: connect, keep learning, be active, give and take 
notice.   This could be a useful resource for other groups at MCBC who are working 
with external clients.  I am also typing up a contact list of all the local agencies and 
those that can be contacted through the internet so that this is available to us as a 
Church.   
Thank you Church for giving this time to learn more about God, myself and the 
clients whom I seek to service.   
Terry Salter 
Manager - Nuneaton & Bedworth - CAP Debt Centre - Based at Manor Court       
Baptist Church. 
 



 

   

 

 

 

We warmly invite you to join 

us, as we celebrate the HOPE 

and JOY of Christmas... 

UV-Bible Experience  

The Narnia Adventure 

Special Concert: with VOX 

CHOIR (5PM) 

Workshops 

Face Painting 

Food & Music  

OASIS Cafe and much MORE... 

Come and join us on the7th of 

December FUN for all the  

Family £1 Entry. 

You are invited ! 

Wednesday 4th December   

Time to be advised  

Janet and Andy’s  house group 

are hosting a  Christmas 

themed  evening   at MCBC 

featuring the old film   ‘It’s a 

wonderful life’ and will be 

providing some festive nibbles 

for folk.  

Everyone welcome ! 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi2.wp.com%2Fdainfern.co.za%2Fblog%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F10%2FUpcoming-Events.jpg%3Ffit%3D1065%252C309%26ssl%3D1&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fdainfern.co.za%2Fblog%2Fupcoming-events-3%2F&docid=q1fa


  

 

  

                                    

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 3rd December : start of Winter Night Shelter  

Please see the sign up sheets for any uncovered shifts  if 

you would like to be involved. 

 

8th December Fellowship Lunch  

 After morning  Service in the hall  

Sunday 1st December  Fair Trade stall , after the  morning                       

Services  

Saturday 7th December 9.00-12.00  Kids Cinema Club 

9.30 am for registration. £5 to join then free for the year.     

Sunday 8th December 10.45 TLG Celebration service  with 

guest speaker  Beth Prescott from TLG  

Saturday 14th December 19.30 

Nuneaton Choral society present  “My Favourite things “ at St 

Nicholas Church : tickets £5.00 on the door  

Wednesday 25th December Christmas Day meal                                            

at Newtown Community Centre                                                              

Forms now available from the office to  book a place  

Saturday 11th January   Ladies Retreat Day 9.30 for 

10.00am start Speaker Rev Jet Jones - cost £7.00                

including lunch.  Don’t forget to sign up ( list in the office) 



 


