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Manor Court Baptist Church 
Manor Court Road 

Nuneaton  CV11 5HU 
024 7638 2577 

office@mcbc.org.uk 
www.mcbcnuneaton.org.uk 

Pastor: 
Rev Jonathan Bugg 
His day off is Friday 

Office Hours 
Monday to Friday 

9.30-12.00 

WE HAVE 5 CORE VALUES: 
 WORSHIPPING 
 Jesus at the centre 
 DISCIPLING 
 Every member growing 
 MINISTERING 
 Everyone using their gifts 
 BUILDING COMMUNITY 
 Open, honest relationships 
 REACHING OUT 
 Reaching out into the 
 community 

Please let me  have any items for 

the February  magazine by 24th 

Jan  at the latest. Thank you. 

Email address 

yvonne.mead@mcbc.org.uk 

Please email me if you would like 

an electronic copy each month  

 

I wonder if those of a certain 

age can recall watching a kids 

programme from the creators 

of Thunderbirds and Captain 

Scarlet called Joe 90.  As a boy I 

loved the program and even wanted to be a bit 

like Joe (even though he was more like the 

milky bar kid than James Bond) but as I have 

got older and reflected on the things of my 

youth I have begun to realise the sinister 

undertone of Joe 90.  Joe would be placed in a 

special rotating cage-like device and 

programmed with whatever it was his father 

needed him to know: lock picking; nuclear 

physics; undersea rescue techniques; etc.  Just 

a few seconds in the machine and there he 

was, programmed, changed and ready to go. 

Today we have a mentality toward self-

improvement that almost expects a Joe 90 

style programming response to the problem of 

what we perceive is wrong with us.  In fact, in 

writing this I looked and you can even 

download an app to your phone for self-

improvement.  We expect instantaneous 

results and quickly reject and move on to the 

next idea when we fail to get them. 

As we start a New Year there is a good chance 

that more than a few of us will be making 

resolutions and as they say: “a journey of a 

1000 miles starts with the first step” so there is 



 

nothing wrong with making such. But often these resolutions are 

consigned to the heap of past failures before February has turned the 

corner.  In fact I saw recently someone say they were going to open a new 

type of Gym called “Resolutions” where after the first 2 weeks all the 

exercise equipment is replaced with comfortable seating, and instead of 

exercise everyone sits and drinks coffee and eats cake.  Instead of aiming 

to be a different person overnight and then being put off by perceived 

failure, why not aim to simply be a little different every day.  This is where 

our walk with Jesus comes in.  When we give our lives to Jesus He doesn’t 

rearrange and remake everything overnight.  Instead he changes us slowly, 

gently, almost imperceptibly.   

If you have ever walked up a hill or mountain and kept stopping to see 

how far you have come you will quite probably have become disheartened 

in the journey.  There you stand, gasping for breath, sweating from the 

exertion and looking back you feel as if you have barely moved.  But if you 

focus upon the top and keep climbing until you get to it and then look 

back, every step that has carried you a bit closer to the top pales into 

insignificance against the satisfaction of seeing how far you have come at 

the end. 

Romans 12 says: “be transformed by the renewing of your mind”. God 

doesn’t ever intend to put you in a Joe 90 cage, but rather through a day 

by day journey of prayer and bible study, God will effect changes in your 

heart and mind that over time will not only become habit but will be 

noticeable to yourself and others. 

This New Year, the very best resolution you can make is to aim to spend 

some time every day in prayer and God’s word.  I dare you to take this 

step every day and see how far you have come this time next year. I’m 

excited to see what happens, I hope you are. 

Happy New Year. 



The CAP Money Course is a free course that will teach you budgeting skills and a 

simple, cash-based system that works. In just a few weeks, you will get to grips 

with your finances so you can budget, save and prevent debt. 

Whether you feel pretty organised or whether it's like a lucky dip every time you 

try to withdraw cash from your account, the CAP Money Course will help you 

take complete control of your finances. There are extra resources for those on 

low incomes, self-employed people, couples, families and those preparing for 

retirement - whoever you are, the CAP Money Course will be relevant to you. 

 Starting on Tuesday 21st January 

1.00—3pm 

Location: Saints Nuneaton  

47 Newgate street  Nuneaton 

Cv11 4ED 

To book or for more information contact Terry Salter 07890 592985 

 

 Terry has shared an encouraging note received from a CAP client  

“Thanks for our CAP Christmas Hamper! We have both been stressed by         

demands of a major creditor. We heard today, they have finally accepted CAP’s 

offer on our behalf. Big, big thank you to you guys. This is light, there is hope 

and now we can live again! A big thank you from my family.” 

 



Reflections on  times gone by 

16th October 1999  was the 50th Re-union of the YPF of 

MCBC which formed in 1949 

There was great enthusiasm for the reunion which looked to be a great 

night  Arrangements were made for the exclusive use of the  dining room at   

Nuneaton Golf club, and people were reminded to bring along photos' to 

show what had been happening in the intervening years. 

The group met at 6.00pm in the lounge for a general natter followed by a 

meal at 7.00pm. The menu consisted of Soup: Baked  Gammon : Sweet  

trolley :Coffee and mints all for £8.50 per person. The following day 17th     

October was the closest Sunday to the 100th Anniversary of the opening of 

the    present church building in 1899. 

There may be some who can still remember those who attended: 

Don & Marjorie  Alcock : Josie ( Smith) & Ron Ayres 

Trevor & Sue Bailey : Jean ( Roberts) & Fred Bywater 

Barbara ( Benfell) & Trevor Carpenter : Eileen Davies 

Sheila ( Hutchins) & Gerald Dickens: Eileen ( Benfell) & Frank Goddard 

Megan ( Jenkins) & Fred Greenway : Eric Hartopp 

Roy & Nancy Hopkins : Colin & Barbara Jones 

Vera ( Taylor) McCaskill : John Phillips : Mary (Bailey) Ross 

Ron & Bessie Smith : David Taylor : Rona ( Parson) & Barry Wright 

Thank you to Trevor Bailey who organised this event for sharing these  

memories of the YPF (Young Peoples Fellowship reunion.) 

Trevor has loaned out some photo’s of Manor Court Road taken after the 

Blitz in 1941 If you borrowed them could you get in touch with him. 



The January Prayer focus  topic are : 

Our town of Nuneaton  

As we look at a New Year lets ask God for His heart for our town and for 

Him to light in us a passion and a fire for the lost, and for His guidance 

on how to make a greater impact on our community. That  they may 

come to know that Jesus came so they could know the love of God.  

the  Opening celebration Event  for The Saints       
Project   

                                 24th January 19.00-21.00 

                            47 Newgate Street  Nuneaton      

A time for the churches of Nuneaton to come together and join in a time 
of worship, praise and thanks  to God for His  faithfulness and provision, 
and a time of declaring Gods provision and favour on Nuneaton. 

Please let us come together and lift them in prayer this month in our 

personal time, home groups and prayer triplets as well as the prayer 

meeting which is on: 6th February at 7.30pm  

 The next Vision meeting will be on 26th January  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to  

Georgina Showler 

Who has passed her grade 1    

piano exam. 

Scott Watson 

Jonathan Bugg 

Ian Alsop 

Catherine Bugg 

Kat Stevens 

Elizabeth Wilson 

James Stevens 

Sonja Wilson 

A big well done and thank you to       

everyone who organised,  took part in 

and contributed to the amazing and 

funny Crib Service, the lovely Christmas 

Carols by candlelight and the hilarious 

and fun Christmas day service. 

You were all amazing !!!! 



January 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                 
 

  1 
 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
No cinema club  
19.30 AA 

5 
10.45 Morning   
service   
 
18.00      Communion 
Service  
                  
                 
 

6 
  
10.00      CAP Cafe 
10.30 Food Bank 
 
20.00        AA 

7 
9.30      Little 
Treasures   
14.00   Tuesday 
Fellowship      
19.00     WNS  

8 
10.15   TLG coaching  
14.00    Barbara's 

Home Group  

 

9 
          Stand Guide 
workshop  
            &   1: 1  
10.30 Food Bank 
 
No prayer meeting  

10 
9.30        Little 
Treasures   
 

11 
           
19.30 AA 

12   

10.45 Morning  
                 service   
13.00      Fellowship  
                  lunch  
18..00       Café Church    

13 
9.30      Cap office  
10.30 Food Bank 
19.30     YDG  at  

Manse 

20.00  AA 

14     

   9.30        Little 
Treasures    
  14.00      Tuesday 
Fellowship   
  

19.00         WNS  

15 
10.15   TLG coaching  
14.00    Barbara's 

Home Group 

 

16 
 9.30        Sew and grow  
10.30 Food Bank 
19.45     Church meeting 

17 

 
9.30        Little 
Treasures   

                 

18 
19.30 AA 
 

19   

 
10.45    Communion  
               service   
18.00     Traditional  
               Service              

20 
9.30      Cap office 
10.30 Food Bank 

19.30     YDG  at  

Manse 

20.00  AA 
 

21 
9.30        Little 
Treasures    
13.00       Cap course 
@ Saints 
 14.00      Tuesday 
Fellowship   
 19.30   Colin & 

Wendy's HG 

19.00      WNS  

22 
 10.15   TLG coaching  
14.00    Barbara's 

Home Group 

  
   

23 
 
  9.30      Sew and grow            
10.30 Food Bank 

24 

9.30        Little 
Treasures   
 
19.00    Saints 
opening  
              celebration  

25 
 
   19.30 AA 
 

26      

10.45 Morning  Service 
          
 18.00  Vision  prayer  
             service  
Topics :   Nuneaton & 
Saints  

27 
  9.30      Cap office 
10.30 Food Bank 
19.30     YDG  at  

Manse 

20.00  AA 
   

28 

    
9.30    Little Treasures    
13.00    Cap course @ 
Saints 
 14.00    Tuesday 
Fellowship   
19.30   Colin & 

Wendy's HG 

19.00         WNS  

29 
 
 10.15   TLG coaching  
14.00    Barbara's 

Home Group 

30 
              Stand Guide 
workshop  
                &   1: 1  
  
 9.30        Sew and grow            
10.30 Food Bank 

31 
 
9.30        Little 
Treasures   

1 
10.00 am  
Kids cinema club 
19.30 AA 
 

**Please pray for the  
TLG  1: 1 coach who   
will be in Weddington 
school during term time  
Wednesday 10.15-
12.15  

    CAP Debt coach 
available 
Monday & 
Thursday unless  
shown  

9.30-5.30  between 
home visits 
Contact: Terry Salter 
    07890592985 



CHURCH MATTERS 

JANUARY FLOWERS PROVIDED BY 
 
    5th                        - 
   12th          Diane Whitehead 
   19th          Ann Biggs 
   26th           Mr & Mrs D Bond 
   Please see Joan Clarke if you would like to join the rota. 
 

EVENING SERVICES 

1st Sunday  Communion service with prayer for healing 

2nd Sunday Café Church: Watch a short video and discuss it in   

   an informal setting, with coffee & cakes  

3rd Sunday  Traditional Service: Using the older hymns so many    

   miss in our modern expressions of worship 

4th Sunday  Vision prayer service   

5th Sunday         Ecumenical service will  be on the 29th March 2020  

                              

PRAYER MEETINGS 

Please note that there is no 

meeting in January  

Next meeting  is 6th February at  

7.30pm 

Date of next Vision meeting  will 

be  on 26th January 

 



CHURCH MEMBERS MEETINGS 
 

Church members meetings are held bi-monthly on the third Thursday 
of the odd numbered months.   

The proposed dates for 2020 are :  
16th Jan: 19th March: 21st  May  :  16th July:                                         

17th September : 19th November  

AGM will be : on the 17th September  

TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP                            
Tuesday fellowship would love you to 
join them on a Tuesday afternoon at 
2.00 for a time of praise and fellowship 
plus fascinating speakers January dates 
are: 
      Jan 14th     Sam Downing 
              21st    Rev John Moore 
              28th    Margaret Bissekar 
 
      Feb   4th     Janet Down 
               11th   Rev Heather Barnes 
               18th   David Read 
 
The next Food For Thought will be on 17th March with Jacqui Wells  

 The Fair trade stall will be in the hall on the 

first Sunday of the month after the morning      

service  

    Next date   Sunday 5th January 

Future dates ( to be confirmed)  

   2nd Feb : 1st March : 5th April  

      3rd May : 7th June  



 

                              Book Review  
 
               The Divine Dance by Richard Rohr 
 
  Books written by spiritually inspired authors, I find, have a 

way of breathing life into dried ink. A type of breath that 

Rohr might term part of the flow: a divine pattern, Logos, 

Word that the Holy Spirit dances in throughout creation, 

throughout us. The Ruach that forms the language that speaks to us deeply. 

You will find my copy of this book defaced with underlines, notes, 

(sometimes to add or understand, sometimes simply, “wow!”), and even a 

doodle next to some poetry Rohr showcased to articulate an otherwise      

inexplicable phenomenon. 

Often highlighting other’s poetry, Rohr seems to be at a loss for words       

between the pages, as the subject he so beautifully examines is the nature of 

the Trinity - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. I can’t possibly replicate either his 

vibrancy or enthusiasm! His thorough, humble investigation of this topic    

posits such a rich collection of ideas. Somehow, surely inspired by the Spirit 

he is in love with, he expertly explains that the weaving of the Trinity’s      

relational Spirit is mirrored divinely in creation, that everything is incorpo-

rated into the intrinsic patterns of Love. 

Exploring science, he honours the forces between physical objects as being as 

powerful and holy as the objects themselves, treating the relationship       

between people with equal dignity to the people themselves. Impressively 

unafraid to broach difficult subjects, Rohr is able to gently, with sensitivity, 

delve into the darkness of God. He sympathetically reasons the suffering we 

experience, holding in balance the suffering experienced by Trinity. That is 

some authorship! 

What I like most about this book is that you can tell that Richard Rohr has 

genuinely known for himself this Trinity he writes about. The rhythm of the 

words really do dance to the same tune he’s heard.         ( Cont’d over) 



( cont’d) 

Furthermore, there is no trace of self-centeredness in his writing; his        

theology is not a cry to be right or a need to be heard, but a wholesome, 

joyous worship of the character of (and, with a wink, the relationships      

between) God.  

It is both progressive, and traditional; lived, and theoretical, and wholly,   

captivatingly, loving. 

I warmly recommend The Divine Dance to anyone who would like to explore 

this author’s unapologetic apologetic - an expression of the love he has 

found, spilling out into written language, paper and glyphs, the spaces      

between black and white.   

By Elizabeth Hodges 

Coming soon …..Christianity explored... A completely free    

8 week course.  The evening’s  start with a meal and offers 

the time , space and  opportunity for you to explore the big 

questions in life in a relaxed and informal way. 

For more information or to sign up please contact the office 

on 02476 382577 or email : office@mcbc.org.uk 





  

 

  

                                    

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  
  
 
      

 

Sunday 12th January  Fellowship Lunch  

 After morning  Service in the hall  

Next Fair Trade stall 5th January  

In the hall  after the morning service  

Saturday 1st February  9.00-12.00  Kids Cinema Club 

9.30 am for registration. £5 to join then free for the 

year.     

 

  21st January 13.00-15.00pm   

CAP Money Course  at Saints Newgate Road  

Saturday 11th January   Ladies Retreat Day                   

9.30 for 10.00am start Speaker Rev Jet Jones - cost £7.00                

including lunch.  Don’t forget to sign up ( list in the office) 

24th January 19.00-21.00    Saint’s Opening celebration 

Event  Newgate  Street Nuneaton. Everyone welcome ! 

Thursday 16th January 19.45pm 

Church Members meeting 



 


