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WE HAVE 5 CORE VALUES: 
 WORSHIPPING 
 Jesus at the centre 
 DISCIPLING 
 Every member growing 
 MINISTERING 
 Everyone using their gifts 
 BUILDING COMMUNITY 
 Open, honest relationships 
 REACHING OUT 
 Reaching out into the 
 community 

Please let me  have any items for 

the March  magazine by 24th Feb   

at the latest. Thank you. 

Email address 

yvonne.mead@mcbc.org.uk 

Please email me if you would like 

an electronic copy each month  

 

Just a few weeks ago I was to 

drive to Birmingham for a 

meeting.  Having previously 

checked the journey time and 

allowed myself the right time 

to get there, a few things happened to change 

my plan.  I remembered on getting into the car 

that I needed fuel, and the traffic had got 

considerably heavier since checking the 

journey time and it would now take me 20 

minutes longer.  As a consequence I found 

myself getting frustrated with others on the 

road who had obviously left sufficient time to 

get to their destination and were going a lot 

slower than I wanted to.  I decided if I was 

going to be stuck in the car for that long I 

would listen to podcast to make good use of 

the time, and selecting the very next one in my 

play list I began to listen to a talk about the 

“Ruthless elimination of hurry”.  I had to laugh 

and say “OK Lord, I get it!” 

With 2020 being a leap year we have a whole 

extra day this month, but I feel sure that we 

will still fill it with as many things and be just 

as crazy busy as we too often are, and in doing 

so we will run the risk day after day of missing 

the things God wants us to see and hear if only 

we took time to look and listen. 

John Mark Comer, the author of the book and 

podcast “The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry” 



 

speaks of a Japanese theologian called Kosuke Koyama who has himself 

written a book called “The 3 Mile an Hour God”. In it he makes the 

argument that 3 miles an hour is the speed of a walk which in turn is the 

speed God chooses to travel at.  It is an interesting fact that when we read 

scripture, we encounter the giants of the faith like Enoch, Noah, Abraham 

and Isaac, and each of them are recorded as having “walked” with God.  

None of them have run with God.  None of them hurried with God.  Even 

Elijah who ran for his life, encountered God in the times of rest, not in the 

running.  

So why do we rush about in such a hurry?  Because the enemy is more 

subtle than we have given credit for.  The world which is under the rule of 

the Devil (Ephesians 2:2) is in a hurry and Dallas Willard once said that 

hurry is the great enemy of the spiritual life in our day.   

It is most often when we are rushing that the bad things happen.  It is also 

when we are rushing that we fail to stop and listen to bird song or smell 

the flowers.  The concept of Sabbath is all about intentionally slowing 

down and ensuring that at least once every 7 days we make the time to 

listen, to look, to relax and intentionally include God in our lives. 

This year I hope to not only read the book “A Ruthless Elimination of 

Hurry” (slowly of course) but also to try and put it into practice.  We as a 

family have talked about implementing a Sabbath practice (obviously not 

on a Sunday as church services tend to make life quite busy – see how easy 

it is to be hurried?) and I hope to share this with the wider faith family as 

we practice.  Not simply so you know what we are up to but so that 

together we might begin to shape our lives around God instead of shaping 

our God around the time we have left at the end of a busy week. 

This year, every time someone mentions “leap Year” or “Olympics” take it 
as a prompt to spend just a few moments listening for what God has to say 
amidst the hustle and bustle we live with every day. 



The February Prayer focus  topic are :  Schools  and Our Worship teams  

Schools 
Our schools need our prayers.  Parents with children in school know the im-
portance of the   relationship between school and home. There needs to be 
good communication and trust between them. 
Our teachers need strength and stamina for the pressures upon them day by 
day. Teachers often need to work long hours with early starts and late finishes 
to complete preparation of their classrooms, lesson plans and marking .      
  Pray for Christian teachers, particularly those known to us. 
Head teachers need wisdom in running their schools, managing their budgets 
and staff. 
Our children need to be as fit and well as possible and coming to school ready to 
engage and learn.  
There needs to be a recognition of, and support for, children who are struggling 
and perhaps at risk of exclusion.  Some recent Ofsted reports of our Nuneaton 
schools rated many of our schools as good and a few outstanding but 7 were 
listed as requiring improvement, 3 of these were senior schools. 
 
Worship Teams 
 
We have 3 worship teams who work on a rota. Our morning worship leaders are 
Yvonne Mead, Martin Biggs and James Stevens and they each have their own 
teams of musicians and singers. 
They worship leaders will spend time praying and preparing for worship leading 
and then meet with their teams early on a Sunday to practice.  We need to pray 
that they will be open to God’s leading as they lead the church in worship. 
In the evening our regular worship leaders are Robert Wilson, Roger Gadsby and 
James Stevens with Elizabeth Wilson and Cajsa Turesson playing piano. They too 
need wisdom and sensitivity to God’s leading as they prepare and lead us. 
 



We also have rotas for those who operate the pro presenter (words and 
visual aids on the screen) and the sound system (music) 
Those who operate these systems have to be trained and understand the 
technology they are handling. This all needs to run smoothly in order for 
the congregations to be able to see and hear properly but most importantly 
to enable them to worship God. 
They need our thanks all the time not just when everything appears to be 
running smoothly 

 
Please let us come together and lift them in prayer this month in our per-

sonal time, home groups and prayer triplets as well as the prayer meeting 

which is on: 6th February at 7.30pm  

 The next Vision meeting will be on 23rd February  

PRAYING FOR OUR LOCAL STREETS 
 
On Sunday 29th December during the 
morning service, we were  encouraged 
to take the name of a street in our  
local area and commit to praying for it 
during this year, praying for God’s 
Kingdom to come in that place. 
 
This is part of our prayer for Nuneaton, 
using Jeremiah 29.7 which says to 

‘seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you’ 
It was so encouraging to see that all of the street names were taken,   
meaning that all the streets in our surrounding area have, at least, one    
person praying for them – so thank you! 
 
Keep praying, and perhaps prayer walking your street if you are able. Please 
let us know any answers to prayer that you see. 
 
Let’s be anticipating God using our prayers to bring about His  purposes and 

draw people to Himself. 

 

 



Christmas meal  report 2019 

This year we had the challenge of finding a new 

venue, as the Night shelter was on at MCBC on 

Christmas eve. 

After some research The Newtown centre run by 

WCAVA  was chosen. 

Thank you to the centre who threw themselves 

wholeheartedly into the project. Thank you also to the wonderful 56 volunteers who 

gave their time and energy throughout the year. 

Christmas Eve went like a dream, 32 volunteers peeled vegetables, prepared the kitch-

en, laid out the dining room ( to match any hotel!) wrapped gifts, and made floral table 

decorations. 

Christmas day began at 9.00am with frenetic activity in the kitchen, and later a fleet of 

12 drivers se out to collect less able guests.  

At 1.00pm diner was served ! Soup, turkey with all the trimmings, a variety of sweets, 

coffee and of course mince pies followed by Christmas cake. The    kitchen served 80 

meals in all. 

Everyone received a gift from Santa and were then entertained by Alfonso and 

Michelle Emanuele joined by some of the guests who were very enthusiastic on the 

karaoke. There was even a visit from Miss UK Ophelia Charles who chatted to guests 

and also joined in karaoke. 

Guest comments included: 

“ I can't believe I haven't paid for this its just like a hotel. Its marvellous”   

“ This gluten free pudding is amazing can I check the packaging ? “ 

“ it means so much to me to have company on Christmas Day” 

Volunteers comments  included : “ This is just a fabulous way to spend  Christmas day “  

Thank you so much for letting me be a volunteer” 

A huge thank you to everyone involved. 

 



Memories of Marion Wilden  

Marion started attending Manor Court Baptist Church about 30 
years ago. She did attend Fife St Church with her sister Janice and 
they both started coming to MCBC when some friends (David and 
Heather Dipple) moved from there to us.  

At various times over the years she regularly attended morning and evening       
services and continued to do so even up to the Sunday about a week before she 
died. 

When we launched the Special Care Group in 1997 we used to meet at the flat  
Marion then shared with Janice (who died in 2013) It was a small weekly group of 3 
or 4 friends who had learning disabilities and Dot Emery who ran it with me.      
Marion was always keen to read the Bible passage for us and to choose her        
favourite chorus for us to sing. There were a number of favourites but one she 
often chose was ‘Father God I wonder how I managed to exist with out the 
knowledge of your parenthood and your loving care’ Powerful words for us all to 
acknowledge the truth of, but particularly for Marion. 

As a group we used to attend the monthly “Prospects” services at Canley            
Community Church in Coventry where Marion made lots of new friends and en-
joyed having opportunity to take part in dramas, open times of prayer and playing a 
tambourine. Marion enjoyed music and singing in church and she enjoyed some 
special times with Sarah Hodges who used to visit her at her flat where they sang 
and Marion played her xylophone! 

At church she knew the names of most people in the congregation and if she didn’t 
know someone would ask what their name was! Her memory for names was    
amazing. A number of years ago she came to Toddler Group (as it was called then) 
for a while and was always able to remember the parents’ names and who their 
child was and their name – a great help! 

Her health deteriorated considerably over the last year and she was feeling more 
isolated in her flat and needing more care. Again her carers were there for her,  
until, only for the week of her life after a spell in George Eliot Hospital, she was 
moved to the People in Action home just along Manor Court Road where she was 
able to enjoy 24 hour care until her final admission on New Years Eve. She finally 
died on Monday 6th January in hospital. 

Thank you to those in the church family who regularly kept in touch with Marion, 
visited her and responded to her phone calls and requests for help. There was no 
doubt of Marion’s faith in Jesus as her Lord and Saviour and her belief that prayer 
worked. We know she is now with her Lord and rejoicing in her new body and abil-
ity to sing and dance with her new God given freedom! 



February  2020   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

                 
 

     1 
19.30 AA 

2 
10.45  
Morning   service   
 
18.00      
 Communion Service  
                  
                 
 

3 
  
10.00      CAP Cafe 
10.30 Food Bank 
19.30     YDG  at  

Manse 

20.00        AA 

4 
9.30    
   Little Treasures   
13.00   
 Cap course @ 
Saints 
14.00   
 Tuesday Fellowship      
19.00     WNS  

5 
10.15   TLG coaching  
14.00    Barbara's 

Home Group  

 

6 
 
 9.30       Sew and  
                grow  
 10.30 Food Bank 
 

 

7 
9.30   
LittleTreasures   
 

8 
           
19.30 AA 

9  

10.45 
Morning service   
18..00       
 Café Church    

10 
9.30      Cap office  
10.30 Food Bank 
19.30     YDG  at           

Manse 

20.00  AA 

11 

   9.30       
  Little Treasures    
  14.00      
 Tuesday Fellowship   
19.00         WNS  

12 
10.15   TLG coaching  
14.00    Barbara's 

Home Group 

 

13 
 9.30        Sew and  
                 grow  
10.30 Food Bank 
 

14 

 
9.30      
 Little Treasures   

                 

15 
19.30 AA 
 

16   

 
10.45    
Communion service 
13.00      
 Fellowship lunch  
   
18.00    
 Traditional service              

17 Half term 
9.30      Cap office 
10.30 Food Bank 

20.00  AA 
 

18 
 14.00   
 Tuesday Fellowship   
 19.30     

 Colin & Wendy's 

HG 

19.00      WNS  

19 
    
14.00    Barbara's 

Home Group 

  
   

20 

 
10.30 Food Bank 

21 

 
 

22 
 
   19.30 AA 
 

23 

10.45 Morning  Service 
          
 18.00   
Vision  prayer service  
Topics :   Schools & 
Worship teams  

24 
  9.30      Cap office 
10.30 Food Bank 
19.30     YDG  at  

Manse 

20.00  AA 
   

25 Pancake 

Day  
    
9.30        
 Little Treasures    
 14.00      
 Tuesday Fellowship   
19.00     
   last WNS  

26 1st day of 

lent  
 
 10.15   TLG 
coaching  
14.00    Barbara's 

Home Group 

27 
 
 
 9.30        Sew and  
                 grow            
10.30 Food Bank 

28 
 
9.30       
  Little Treasures   

29 
 
19.30 AA 
 

1 
10.45  Family all age 
service  
18.00 Communion 
service  
 

 **Please pray for 
the  TLG  1: 1 coach 
who   will be in 
Weddington school 
during term time  
Wednesday 10.15-
12.15  

  CAP Debt coach 
available 
Monday & 
Thursday unless  
shown  

9.30-5.30  
between home 
visits 
Contact: Terry 
Salter 
    07890592985 



CHURCH MATTERS 

FLOWERS PROVIDED BY 
 
        2nd                 - 
        9th                  - 
       16th    Mr & Mrs R Gadsby 
       23rd    Mr T Bailey 
 
   Please see Joan Clarke if you would like to join the rota. 

EVENING SERVICES 

1st Sunday  Communion service with prayer for healing 

2nd Sunday Café Church: Watch a short video and discuss it in   

   an informal setting, with coffee & cakes  

3rd Sunday  Traditional Service: Using the older hymns so many    

   miss in our modern expressions of worship 

4th Sunday  Vision prayer service   

5th Sunday         Ecumenical service will  be on the 29th March 2020  

PRAYER MEETINGS 

Next meeting  is 6th February at  7.30pm 

Date of next Vision meeting  will be  on 23rd 

February  

 The Fair trade stall will be in the hall on the 

first Sunday of the month after the morning  

service.   Future dates  Sunday 2nd February 

   1st March : 29th March : 3rd  May : 7th June  



CHURCH MEMBERS MEETINGS 
 

Church members meetings are held bi-monthly on the third Thursday 
of the odd numbered months.   

The proposed dates for 2020 are :  
                           19th March: 21st  May  :  16th July:                                       

17th September :19th November  

TUESDAY FELLOWSHIP                            
Tuesday fellowship would love you to 
join them on a Tuesday afternoon at 2.00 
for a time of praise and fellowship plus 
fascinating speakers February dates are: 
      Feb   4th     Janet Down 
               11th   Rev Heather Barnes 
               18th   David Read 
 
The next Food For Thought will be on 17th March with Jacqui Wells  

 

 

Reflections for the season of lent  

Tearfund  have produced Alive: A series of prayers,        

poems and reflections  to use during the 40 days of 

Lent . 

 This free devotional is about plugging back in to the   

wonder of this amazing and beautiful world we live in 

and offers the space and reflection to  reconnect with the fullness of life 

that Jesus offers. 

I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. (John 10:10) 

Booklet available from : https://www.tearfund.org/en/lent_2020 

https://www.tearfund.org/en/lent_2020


Birthday blessings to everyone  celebrating a 
birthday this month: 

 
 Rebecca Hembery      Phylis Wilcox 
 Martin Biggs                Beth Showler 
 Tina Randle                 Abigail Winson 
 
 

Coming soon …..Christianity explored…                

A completely free 8 week course.  The 

evening’s  start with a meal and offers the 

time , space and  opportunity for you to ex-

plore the big questions in life in a relaxed 

and informal way. For more information or 

to sign up please  contact the office on 

02476 382577 or email : 

office@mcbc.org.uk 

                    25th February  

This Shrove Tuesday why not  join with 

churches and groups across the country and 

host your own pancake party to raise funds 

for CAP  and help bring hope to families       

living under the weight of debt and         

poverty .Order your free party pack  at 

capuk.org/pancakeparty 



Fair Trade stall Sunday 2nd February  

In the hall  after the morning service  

Sunday 16th February   fellowship Lunch  

 After morning  Service in the hall  

Saturday 7th March  9.00-12.00   

Kids Cinema and Craft Club 

Future dates : 1st Saturday of the month 

Saturday 15th February  9.30am ( coffee) 10.00 -1.00  

Free Bible study Seminar   

at YWAM  The Kings Lodge, Watling Street  Nuneaton 

Tuesday 25th February    Shrove Tuesday 

The start of the 40 days of lent  

 



Immeasurably More 
Ladies Day 2020 

For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may 
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being 
rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the 
Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the 
love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you 
may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. Now to him who is 
able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen. 

Ephesians 3:14-21 
 
The day started out with fantastic teaching by 
Jet Jones - woman of God, CEO of the charity         
Together For Change, and the force behind the 
Saints project. 
The day before she was due to preach at MCBC, 
we were talking at Saints about the amazing way 
God is working within the project, and out of    
curiosity I asked her; “what’s the biggest miracle 
you’ve seen God do?” 
After thinking for a moment she launched into a 
story of how her daughter was healed of vitiligo, 
an autoimmune skin disorder, after painful hospital visits and repeatedly 
being told by doctors that her situation was incurable - to the frustration of 
both her and her mum. As she expanded in her sermon the following day, 
she explained how her son was healed of plantafasciitus (which meant he 
couldn’t walk on his heels as it was painful), at Soul Survivor after going up 
for prayer. 
It encourages me that Jesus of the Bible is the sort of character to heal   
people physically, but also emotionally, restoring their self esteem and  
social standing. 
She finished her sermon with the heartening point that regularly engaging 
with and soaking in God’s Word enables us to grow bigger than ourselves, 
into spiritual giants. 



 

The highlight for many was that it was a space to connect with God, with no 
expectations, where vulnerability was welcomed. There were so many    
testimonies of God moving.  
Notably, one woman expressed how grateful she was to be there, as she 
had expected to only be able to stay for an hour or two if she could be there 
at all. She stayed for the whole event, praising God that her symptoms had 
been lifted for the duration of the day. 
Later, we received exciting news that the women’s ministry we hold will 

expand to invite people from other churches. We hope the space we hold 

will be a blessing to many more women of God in Nuneaton. 

The day was rich in prayer, worship and testimony. God does more than we 
can ask or imagine, even in the background when we can’t see through the 
midst of our situation. 
Dream big dreams, MCBC. 
 
Elizabeth Hodges 
Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, 
I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that 
would be written.  John 21:25 



 


