
 MANOR 

COURT 
BAPTIST CHURCH 

CIRCULAR 

Ordinary people learning to follow an 

extraordinary God! 

April 2020 

 



Manor Court Baptist Church 
Manor Court Road 

Nuneaton  CV11 5HU 
024 7638 2577 

office@mcbc.org.uk 
www.mcbcnuneaton.org.uk 

Pastor: 
Rev Jonathan Bugg 
His day off is Friday 

Office Hours 
Closed until further notice  

WE HAVE 5 CORE VALUES: 
 WORSHIPPING 
 Jesus at the centre 
 DISCIPLING 
 Every member growing 
 MINISTERING 
 Everyone using their gifts 
 BUILDING COMMUNITY 
 Open, honest relationships 
 REACHING OUT 
 Reaching out into the 
 community 

Please let me  have any items for 

the May  magazine by 24th April  

at the latest. Thank you. 

Email address 

yvonne.mead@mcbc.org.uk 

Please email me if you would like 

an electronic copy each month  

Unprecedented 

This is the word that has been 
used repeatedly to describe 
the strange situation we are in 
globally at this 
time.  Unprecedented need 
for isolation, unprecedented level of fear, 
unprecedented measures by government, 
and so it goes on.  However for the largest 
part this word has been associated with 
the negative side of this crisis, but there is 
good coming out of this too. 

We have been given an unprecedented 
opportunity to develop ways of including 
others in our fellowship activities.  We 
have unprecedented impetus to utilise 
social media in ways we could only have 
imagined just a few short weeks ago.  We 
have been encouraged to step up and 
pastorally care for our brothers and sisters 
in Christ in a way hitherto unprecedented. 

But greater still of course despite all the 
events good and bad that are 
unprecedented, is that our God is 
absolutely without precedent.  No other 
faith has God becoming man and entering 
into our suffering and temptation, so that 
in all things He might not only be victorious 
but also show us how to be victorious 
too.  Unprecedented.  No other faith 
actually gives a clear solution to the 
problem of our separation from a Holy God 
by our own unholy actions (sins).  



 

Unprecedented.  No other faith has a God that actively seeks and 
wishes to be part of our lives to the point of pouring out God’s 
power on to all of us as we surrender to his will.  Unprecedented.   

There is nothing that can happen, no threat, no virus, no global crisis 
that can even come near to the awesome power and presence of 
our God.  We can of course be forgiven to asking why we haven’t 
seen an unprecedented move of God in eradicating this illness, after 
all if our God is so powerful this should be an easy one for 
Him.  However I see this slightly differently.  God didn’t cause this 
virus, it’s not a punishment sent from God to smite an unruly human 
race – despite what some parts of the Christian family might 
say.  Nor is it God’s job to solve the problem, despite him possessing 
the power to simply think it out of existence.  God is working 
through this to grow his children in ways we haven’t even 
recognised yet.  We are already caring for each other more, reaching 
out to one another more, looking at how to be Christ to our 
neighbours.  Society which was broken has begun to heal in places 
with people who were previously strangers now shopping for one 
another, and from the ashes of Covid-19 community seems to be 
rising like a phoenix.  How exciting, how encouraging, how 
unprecedented. 

Let us rejoice in the unprecedented actions of an unprecedented 
God and watch with eagerness and rejoicing for unprecedented 
things to come. 

 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love him, who[i] have been called according to his purpose.” 
Romans 8:28 

 

   Jonathan 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28145i


As with other activities in church, Home groups are no longer meeting. 

But just as a church is not just a building , so home groups are not just a once a 

week meeting in a home, they are about learning together, connecting with 

each other, growing together and supporting and praying for each other. 

With modern technology this doesn't  have to stop, there are many ways to 

stay connected. 

Contact every day or so to check on how someone is doing would be very    

welcome and encouraging.  Everyone should have been allocated to a home 

group even if they don’t normally attend one and home group leaders are 

planning to ensure they check in with everyone and provide initial                 

reassurance. 

  MCBC Extra Support Team 

If home groups are unable to meet the need of an individual Catherine has 

been busy  recruiting volunteers who can help 

with  shopping etc.. If you have put your name 

down  for this many thanks please don’t think 

your offer has been forgotten. 

 

 



 

New seminars “Light on the bible “ 

The kings Lodge Nuneaton 

YWAM are offering the opportunity  to study the content and context 

of the  entire bible  in 12 seminars. 

These would take place on a Saturday morning , bi-monthly over a 

two year period.  

In a change to the original plan we will offer all the sessions on a   

donation basis (but with a suggested minimum of £15/seminar) to 

cover lecture costs and refreshments. We wanted to make it on a 

donation basis because we don’t want anyone to miss out on the  

material if money is an issue.  It will still be possible to come for one-

offs or for the whole series. Additionally, for those who want to go 

deeper and receive guided study sheets which will point you to key 

points in constructing a Bible Overview teaching, as well as to other 

resources, there would also be a charge of £10/quarter to cover     

materials supplied.  More information will follow  nearer the time. 

DATES IN 2020/21  

12th September      Origins & Worldview 

7th November The Pentateuch 

23rd January            The Tribal Period 

6th March  David & The United Kingdom 

17th April  The Divided Kingdom 

8th May   Early Prophets 

5th June  Leading an Inductive Bible Study 



“We are not victims of isolation but prayer warriors  for the Kingdom.” 

Prayer topics this month cover 3 areas: 

For MCBC:  

 Thanks for Jonathan, Catherine, Ethan and Daniel - their continued     
ministry to us. 

 Thanks for those who have renewed/made contact with us via the live 
stream service. 

 Thanks that Foodbank is continuing to operate. 

 Thanks for the church family who are looking out for, contacting and 
helping those who are  lonely and in need. 

 Pray that the Bugg family will be kept safe and well and that we all and 
our loved ones will be protected. 

 Pray that donations to Foodbank will continue. 

 Pray that the isolated and vulnerable amongst us will be supported. 

 Pray that we all will follow guidelines precautions impressed upon us and 
reach out safely to help those in need. 

Our local community 

 Thanks for all the community support that is happening especially those 

who have volunteered to help where needed. 

 Thanks for all those working at George Eliot Hospital, our GP surgeries 

and community services in whatever capacity. 

 



 Thanks for those working in our schools who allow essential workers to 

have their children   taught and looked after. 

 Pray for parents who are having to home school children. 

 Pray for protection and safety for those in our essential services.                                        

 Pray for all our ministers and church leaders as they seek to lead and 

encourage their churches in these challenging times. 

The wider world 

 Pray for those suffering and bereaved. 

 Pray for those in counties who do not have good health services and        

provision to treat those who become ill with Covid-19. 

 Pray for governments and those in authority who are making decisions 

to help slow down the spread of the virus. 

 Pray that the progress of Covid-19 will slow and that the death toll 

world wide will not be as high as expected. 

 Pray that a vaccine will soon be developed against Covid-19. 

And finally  prayer warriors ……let us join together and pray that: 

 the Lord protects our community from the coronavirus. 

  That all who are unsettled by these extraordinary circumstances might 

know peace and people’s fears and panic might be replaced with true 

knowledge of his love because perfect love drives out fear (1 John 

4:18). 

   That we will be a strong Christian witness because of our confidence 

in Jesus.   And that we will celebrating together again soon. 

 

 



 An update on The building fund and CIO  

Wonderful news, we have recently received a 

cheque for £10,000 from a grant making trust  

towards our building fund. 

Added to the generous giving from everyone  

this means we are now half way to target. 

CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation ) 

I am sorry to have to tell you that our CIO has 

been    delayed. The forms have been received 

back from the solicitor, but they have not 

been able to get them signed by The Baptist 

Union of Great Britain or the Baptist Union Pension Fund as they have 

closed their offices and have not set up a way of getting documents 

signed. The suggestion is that we delay the transfer of assets to 1st 

May. This is frustrating but life will go on and our staff will be paid as 

usual. 

I would like to remind everyone that we have a new church bank              

account, if you are a regular giver by standing order  please update 

your details .Those who use the envelope system of giving will hope-

fully receive their envelopes through the door soon.  We would ask 

for your continued support all the while your own income remains 

unaffected by this crisis and I wish to thank all of you who are doing 

so.  

CHURCH MATTERS 



 

MCBC Membership Business  

We were unable to hold a face to face 

church meeting on 19th March and       

officially approve the church budget from 

1 April 2020 to 31 March 2021, which was 

sent round to members with the meeting 

agenda on 16th March. 

 This budget that has been approved by the deacons admin subgroup 

on 9th March and the full diaconate on 12th March will become the 

working budget for the new financial year. 

As soon as we are able to hold a face to face church meeting we will 

submit this budget to the meeting for  members approval. 

Following advice from the BU that church employees, who are       

unable to do their work in the current Covid –19 lockdown because 

churches are not open for services or meetings, are eligible under the 

“ UK Government  Furlough Scheme “ to receive a government     

contribution of 80% of salary costs.  

Sara, Terry and Tony have agreed to be “furloughed” from their work 

at MCBC until the Covid-19 restrictions are eased.  They will receive 

100% of their salary and MCBC will apply for the government        

contribution to their salary costs  during the crisis. 

 

Roger Gadsby Church Secretary 



May God bless you with           

His boundless love,       

calming peace and      

heavenly joy                         

Happy Birthday Child of God ! 

Ruth Shooter 

Alan Welland  

Penny Stevens  

 

Emma Shooter 

Christine Stephens 

Janet Down 

 

Amber Semple 

John Gordon 

Rosemary Hands  

Belated  13th Birthday wishes  

Daniel Bugg 

Congratulations !!! 

 



Foodbank remains open on Monday and 

Thursday mornings 10.00-12.00 

They will be operating “through the door” 

with reduced contact between clients and 

those serving . 

with most of the regular helpers having to self-isolate, fit and healthy 

volunteers welcome.  Please contact Terry or Janet first if  you are 

planning on  volunteering. 

  
   Lynn Green General Secretary, Baptist Union of Great Britain.  
 

Each Wednesday and Sunday at 7.00pm 
 
I am hosting a live prayer event that is gathering Baptists up and 
down the country.  This is a great way to feel connected to the wider 
family at a time when many of us are isolated and under                 
pressure.   
Please use this link to connect to the event: 
www.baptist.org.uk/prayerbroadcasts 

 These prayer events will be recorded so if you are unable to join in 
the live event then you can catch up by following the same link. 

https://baptist.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c5e0520fcc236382bf5be8d5c&id=2a317dab40&e=c0f5d20a0f


 

Book review 

Breaking the Hex : Life with God after the 

cross killed religion by The fields Brothers  

I had just finished a bible study on the book of       

Galatians and this book was recommended to me as 

a good read.  

You know the well know verse in Galatians “ O foolish  Galatians who 

has bewitched you ?” or depending on which version your reading        

“ who has put a spell on you” Paul is exasperated that the Galatian 

church that started so well  had started to rely on works or trying to be 

good enough, trying to add to the finished work of the cross!!! 

This book exposes the danger both then and now of that theology. 

 if you are trying hard to please God! The Fields brothers do an         

excellent job of challenging conventional thinking about the Christian 

life that often mixes Old Testament, before-the-cross-Christianity, with 

New Testament, post cross life with Jesus. You may not agree with 

everything, but you certainly will be encouraged to reconsider just 

how much God loves you and just how significant the rescue that took 

place on the Cross is. As they point out so well, because of the cross, 

we can now walk  with God free from guilt and shame.  

A quick and easy read...fun format...humorous and delightful approach 

to a serious subject...you may not agree with everything they say but 

here's a book that will challenge your thinking and refocus your      

identity back on what Christ has done! 

 



 Jesus the light of the world  

Can I encourage you to light a  candle in the    

window of your home  at  7.00pm  on Sunday 

evenings as a visible symbol of the light of 

life ...Jesus  Christ  our source and hope in   

prayer 

By doing this we will also be joining with the 

rest of the church family  of Nuneaton, and we 

will be  reminding ourselves that just as the candle shines out, so should 

we each look for ways to shine the love and light of Jesus into our     

community until this crisis is over. 

Don’t forget to log into  Face book Live every Sunday at 11.00am 

To catch upon church news , a short sermon from Jonathan , a thought 

for the week  and a suggested worship song on utube. 

This will enable everyone to stay up to date , have some spiritual input 

and maybe even learn some new songs ready for us to come back       

together in an amazing celebration when we are allowed to mingle 

again.  Remember social isolation doesn't have to be spiritual isolation ! 



Join us as we commit to MCBC’s  24 hour of prayer 

8.00pm  8th April 

Until 

8.00pm 9th April 

More details on the logistics of this will be advised  

Join us in the virtual world for our first  online live prayer meeting 

Thursday 2nd April 7.30pm 

You will need to download the Zoom application to do this  

go to https//zoomus/download 

If you are on email you will receive an invitation  to join the meeting 

with the meeting details and ID number  

Foe those with no access to IT or not on email, your home group 

leader should  have all the details. 



We are so excited to announce the launch of Spring Harvest Home, 
available online via YouTube from April 13th to 17th. We are 
all disappointed that we can’t join together as one Spring Harvest     
family this year, but the team here have been working really hard to 
adapt and deliver the heart of Spring   Harvest… direct to your living 
room!  
 
Spring Harvest Home is a completely free online conference              
programme with content suitable for everyone in the family. Lined up 
for the week after Easter, we have some amazing material all built 

around the 2020 theme of “Unleashed – The Acts Church Today 
 
 Now we can gather together as a community to worship, learn, laugh 
and pray together. 
Big  start, morning worship, bible teaching , live worship, specialist  
seminars and workshops and some light-hearted sofa viewing will be 
available right through the day.  
 
Spring Harvest Home will be available online through YouTube, so go 
to YouTube.com and search for ‘Spring Harvest’ You can then subscribe 
to the Spring Harvest channel to make sure you don’t miss this 
unique Spring Harvest Home week.  Click the link below to connect : 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bw_t1J2734g  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bw_t1J2734g


 

 

Celebrating the Easter Season at MCBC  

5th April Palm Sunday 11.00am 

Live sermon and notices  on Facebook 

8th April Maundy Thursday  8.00pm 

To  9th April 8.00pm 

Virtual 24 hour prayer room  

10th April Good Friday   8.00pm 

Virtual Tenebrae Service on Facebook  

12th April Ecumenical Easter Service  11.00am  

Video will be uploaded to Facebook  

“We may be doing church differently in these times ….But church is 

not a building, it is made up of  ordinary people learning to follow 

an extraordinary God. Just because we are not together physically 

doesn't mean we are not together spiritually in just the same way 

that Jesus is with us whenever we meet. So lets celebrate .. He has 

risen ...He has risen indeed hallelujah ! 


