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WE HAVE 5 CORE VALUES: 
 WORSHIPPING 
 Jesus at the centre 
 DISCIPLING 
 Every member growing 
 MINISTERING 
 Everyone using their gifts 
 BUILDING COMMUNITY 
 Open, honest relationships 
 REACHING OUT 
 Reaching out into the 
 community 

Please let me  have any items for 

the June magazine by 27th May 

at the latest. Thank you. 

Email address 

yvonne.mead@mcbc.org.uk 

Please email me if you would like 

an electronic copy each month  

The Answer is right there 

As I was wondering what to write 

for this month I sat down and did 

my daily Bible study.  As I opened 

the app for that day’s New Testament reading there 

were the words I have loved for so long.  Words that 

were some of the first I learnt to translate from the 

original Greek, words I love to hear every Christmas, 

and words which never seem to lose their wow 

factor as I read them. 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 

God in the beginning.  Through him all things were 

made; without him nothing was made that has 

been made.  In him was life, and that life was the 

light of all mankind. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

(John 1:1-5) 

As I read what Nicky Gumbel had to say about the 

passage I was struck by some of his very first words.  

The Greeks in the first century were famous for their 

philosophical debates and studies.  Culture was still 

being driven by the Greek philosophical thoughts of 

years before, and one of their favourite topics was 

the “unknowable meaning and purpose behind the 

universe” which they abbreviated in their debates to 



 

“The Word”.  For more than 2000 years people have been grappling with the big 

question: “What is the meaning of Life?”  Readers of Douglas Adams have 

undoubtedly already shouted “42”.  Some may have answered the question “what 

is the word” with “the bird is the word”.  Others will be as confused at the last two 

answers as they are at the original question. 

The thing is when John wrote his gospel, he understood that in all the debates and 

arguments about what was the meaning of life, what was the unknowable meaning 

and purpose behind the universe, the answer had been right there.  Jesus was and 

is the word.  The word of God through whom everything was made and holds 

together (Colossians 1:16,17), and he is the WORD, the answer to the biggest 

questions in the universe. 

As we wrestle with Covid-19 lockdown and the impact on our lives in the 

immediate and the long term, as we ponder on the why and how regarding this 

pandemic, what we can lose sight of is the bigger and more important thing – that 

Jesus Christ, who was before and will be after all things, the saviour of the cosmos, 

the messiah of God, the sacrificial lamb through whom relationship with Father God 

is once again possible, the one through everything was made is the meaning of life, 

the purpose of the universe, and most definitely the word through which 

everything begins to make sense. 

John goes on to say that Jesus was the light of mankind and that the darkness of 

the world around had not overcome him.  Every Sunday evening we still light a 

candle in our window to represent that light to the community around us because I 

am certain that not even the darkness of this pandemic can overcome that 

wonderful light and not even the fear of covid-19 can shout louder than the word 

that is God. 

Jonathan 



MCBC - Financial Update 

Good News 

CAF Bank Account   The transfer over to our new Bank account has gone         

relatively smoothly with 22 out of 24 of our regular donors having transferred 

their giving to the new account already. Most of the payments out of the       

account by Standing Order and Direct Debits have also transferred over from 

the old Yorkshire Bank account.  There were a few that got lost which needed 

cheques and one managed to take a payment from both Bank Accounts on the 

same day, but generally it has gone well. Having the new bank account has been 

brilliant as we have all gone into “lock down”. The dual authorisation  internet 

banking is working well, so no more cheques or the need to get signatures 

which would have been difficult. 

Regular Giving / Budget for coming year      Thank you so much for reviewing 

your regular giving as you transferred it over to the new Bank Account. In my 

letter I reflected that our salaries and other costs have gone up by 5% over the 

last two years and many of you have increased your giving by this amount or 

even more which has given us a 5.7% increase in giving from those of you who 

give by Standing Orders.   This is a big help. 

Money from the government      Once we realised that Tony, Sara & myself were 

not able to work during the current crisis the leadership team agreed to         

furlough all three of us from 1st April onwards.  This allows us to claim back 80% 

of the salary costs which will go some way towards offsetting the loss in Room 

Hire fees and the lack of any Ministry income at this time. 

 



 

 

 

Not so Good News 

End of Financial Year - 31st March 2020      Covid19 is not good for finances 

and the end of year accounts for 31stMarch 2020 reflected this.                 

Our income dropped dramatically in March with no Cash Offerings from 

Sun 15th onwards and no room hire fees for the month.    

This plus one or two other factors, has resulted in a loss of £3,536 for our 

15 month accounting period. This money has reduced our General           

Reserves.  This is a disappointing end to the year but we may get back some 

of this money when are able to start Cash Offerings again.  If you normally 

give in this way please keep your gifts in a safe place ready for when we are 

all together again. 

Transfer to CIO not taken place     Also disappointing was that the planned 

transfer to a CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation) from our existing 

charitable trust didn’t take place on 31st March 2020. We were informed by 

our solicitors that we could not do the asset transfer whilst we had staff on 

furlough. There are no major consequences from this delay but it is        

frustrating not to be able to complete the task and also a lot of work for 

Colin. He has had to set up the new financial year’s payroll on the existing 

charity and then he will need to do this again for the new charity when we 

transfer over and then at the end of the year send in two annual returns, 

one for each charity! 

God is Good  

I think that like many other charities we may have a difficult year financially 

and discover why we have reserves for such a time as this!   However as 

Christians it is good to remind ourselves that Church finances all belong to 

God and therefore we look to Him to provide for His kingdom work at   

Manor Court Baptist Church.  

Terry Salter    

Treasurer 



 This months prayers topics cover three areas  
 
The Wider World  

 Pray for a reduction in deaths from Covid-19 related                   
complications. 

 Pray for wisdom for governments and those in authority who are 
making decisions about when measures can change and how to 
restart the world economy. 

 Give thanks that in some countries lock down measures are         
beginning to relax a little and adults and children are able to leave 
their homes after weeks of not being allowed out and that some 
businesses are being allowed to open. 

 Pray for those in countries who do not have good health services 
and the ability to care for those who become seriously ill with 
Covid-19. 

 Pray for all those who are bereaved. 
 Pray that an effective vaccine will soon be developed. 
 Pray that Christians around the world will be united in their      

prayers and that there may be those who find God for the first 
time. 

Our Local Community  
 Give thanks for all the community support that is happening and 

that barriers and difficulties are being broken down as people 
reach out to family and neighbours. 

 Give thanks for those working in our NHS at George Eliot Hospital, 
in care settings and in the community. 



Continued….. 

 Give thanks for teachers, shop and delivery workers and all 
those keeping our services going. Pray protection over them. 

 Parents who are working from home and also home schooling 
their children. 

 Pray for our local businesses that are closed and wondering if 
and how they will be able to reopen. 

 Pray for all our church leaders as they work out how to          
encourage and lead their congregations and that churches may 
hear God's voice during this time. 

 
MCBC Family  
 
 Give thanks for Jonathan, Catherine, Ethan and Daniel and pray 

that they will know the Lord's strength and protection. 
 Give thanks that Foodbank is able to continue and pray that  

donations of food or money will continue. 
 Pray that the isolated and vulnerable will be supported and give 

thanks for all those looking out for those who are lonely and in 
need. 

 Pray for all those who are concerned about family members 
especially those in hospital where visiting is not possible. 

 Pray that those needing health care for non Covid related issues 
will receive the help they need. 

 Pray that during this time our individual faith may be built up as 
we depend upon God for His presence and a sense of hope. 

 

 



We wanted to let you know about an app that we would highly        

recommend to you all. It is called Lectio 365 and it’s been put          

together by Pete Greig (who started 24/7 prayer amongst other 

things). 

 It is a great start to the day with a short time of prayer, reading the 

Word & refocusing on God and this week especially they are seeking 

God for healing of our land. We hope you love it as much as we do!  

 

 

 

 

Following the runaway success of last weeks quiz, Greg has kindly 

agreed to be quiz master again, so join us on zoom ( it will be the 

same meeting ID as the prayer meetings 413: 697: 2521) 

 Friday 1st May 7.00pm  

We will start with 15-20 minutes of chat and explaining the rules  

and have a “virtual “ coffee together before the fun starts   

So please lets make it a date! 



So Easter was different this year, but hopefully you managed to link into 

the Ecumenical Easter Celebration on  Easter Sunday morning! 

What a wonderful way to feel connected and what an opportunity for 

our churches to join together in celebrating Our Risen saviour. 

Don’t forget to log into  Face book Live every Sunday at 11.00am 

To catch upon church news, a short sermon from Jon-

athan, and a suggested worship song on utube.  

Our Communion service will be on 17th May  

Have you been missing the after church Coffee and 

chat? How about joining us on Zoom straight after the 

service ?  

 

 

Thursday  14th and 28th  May 7.30pm  

 online live prayer meetings 

We may not be able to meet together physically, but thanks to      

modern technology we can still come together in prayer and we 

know that although we are apart...nothing will be able to separate us 

from the Love of God  in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



 

 
The coronavirus is having 

a wide-reaching impact 

on all of our lives in the UK and Ireland. Many of us are worried about our 

health and the health of loved ones. Homes and businesses are in lock-down, 

many people are self-isolating and nobody knows exactly what is likely to 

happen. A lot has changed in a short space of time. But our God has not 

changed! One of the great truths of the gospel is that “Jesus Christ is the 

same yesterday and today and   forever” (Hebrews 13:8). And, as so often, 

we can learn a lot from the faith, strength and perseverance of the              

persecuted church. People who are  persecuted for their faith live the reality 

of isolation and danger every day. They experience fear and uncertainty, pain 

and suffering – and yet they see the hope of Christ in the midst of it! 

FACING CORONAVIRUS: 7 LESSONS FROM THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 

1. WE BELONG TO A FAMILY THAT HELPS ONE ANOTHER 

In John 17, Jesus prays for His followers – not just those He was speaking to 

at the time, but for all those who would follow God in the future: “I pray also 

for those who will believe in me through [My disciples’] message, that all of 

them may be one, Father, just as You are in Me and I am in You. May they 

also be in us so that the world may believe that You have sent Me.” 

2. WE ARE NOT ALONE 

Most of us will be practising some sort of social isolation. But isolation in the 

midst of a pandemic does not mean we are alone. Instead, we have a ‘great 

cloud of witnesses’ (Hebrews 12:1), both here on earth, and who have gone 

before us. 

3. GOD WILL SUSTAIN US 

In Acts 17, Paul tells the people of Athens that, “‘For in Him we live and move 

and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are His off-

spring.’” In God, we have our security – not in health, safety or comfort. God 

promises He will be with us – He doesn’t promise we won’t suffer (quite the 



opposite!), but He assures us that He is stronger than our suffering and 

mightier than the things we fear. 

4. JESUS HAS OVERCOME THE WORLD 

In John 16:33, Jesus says: “In this world you will have trouble. But take 

heart! I have overcome the world.” He’s speaking of the dramatic scenes 

around His arrest, trial and crucifixion. But His words apply to any             

uncertainty and anxiety faced by His followers today. 

5. THROUGH JESUS, WE ARE ‘MORE THAN CONQUERORS’ 

In Romans 8:35-37, Paul writes: “Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or 

danger or sword? As it is written: ‘For your sake we face death all day long; 

we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’ No, in all these things we 

are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. “ You could add 

‘pandemics’ to the list Paul gives in the first part of that passage. 

6. GOD IS OUR REFUGE, AND OUR STRENGTH 

Where does our help come from? Psalm 121 says, “My help comes from the 

Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” This is why we have the confidence 

that, whatever we have to face, we will still be held in the strong and mighty 

hand of God, the Creator. Christians who are oppressed for their faith 

around the world often live in this knowledge. Surviving under constant 

threat would be impossible without the Holy Spirit’s constant assurance 

that God is there as a help and as a strength. 

7. GOD IS TRUSTWORTHY AND WE ARE NOT ABANDONED 

It can be hard to see where God is during moments like these. Why didn’t 

He stop the virus from spreading? Why won’t He intervene to save every 

life? Why is this happening? These are hard questions. They’re also not new 

questions; they’re the types of questions that have been asked since the 

beginning of time. But God is there and He’s listening. His ways are not our 

ways, but we can trust that He will accomplish His perfect will, and that He 

invites us to participate in His plan for the world. 



 

MCBC Foodbank remains open on Monday and 

Thursday mornings 10.00-12.00  They are  operating 

“through the door” with reduced contact between  

clients and those serving and are experiencing  increased demand  as more 

and more people are having to turn to Food banks in these times.                

The warehouse reports that it has given out over half a ton more  food than 

has come in so please if you can,  could you buy a little extra and pop it into 

the Foodbank  collection boxes in  the local   supermarkets such as Asda,  

Sainsbury’s The Co-Op and Lidl.   

Can you Help:  they would be grateful for any empty 1 pint plastic milk 

bottles to decant liquid soap powder into. If you can help pop them down to 

church on a Monday or Thursday morning. 

 As developing countries struggle to cope with Covid19, 
with very little infrastructure, Fair Trade is more              
important than ever.  During this "Lockdown" all of my  
retail shops are closed because they are situated within 
Cafes and Churches. This is frustrating because the        
government is encouraging Food Retailers to remain 

open but my premises have been taken away from me for the time being. 
 
So I had taken to the road instead to provide Fair Trade food deliveries to 
any one in Nuneaton who is prepared to order £5 or more. This has worked 
well with orders exceeding £400 during April which is twice as much as I was     
selling at Saints.  Also it has been very well received as a lot of my customers 
have been self-insolating and finding it difficult to get food deliveries. 
If you would like to order check out the food range and prices on the       
Traidcraft Website:-  http://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/traidcraft-catalogue 
 
Sorry no cash payments but contactless card payments at your door. 
To order - email:     terry.salter@talk21.com   Mobile   07811 593319 

http://www.traidcraftshop.co.uk/traidcraft-catalogue
mailto:terry.salter@talk21.com


 

Thursdays at 8.00pm Clap for our 

Carers 

 

This has now become a weekly event ,   

and an  opportunity to  gather on our   

doorsteps, balconies & open windows  

and  unite with millions of people across 

the UK in a mass round of applause to 

show our  love, appreciation  and support 

to all  NHS workers, emergency workers 

and carers as they work to care for all 

those affected by coronavirus . 

 

 

 Jesus the light of the world  

Can I encourage you to light a  candle in 

the    window of your home  at  7.00pm  on 

Sunday evenings as a visible symbol of the 

light of life ...Jesus  Christ  our source and 

hope in   prayer 

By doing this we will also be joining with 

the rest of the church family  of Nuneaton, 

and we will be  reminding ourselves that just as the candle shines out, 

so should we each look for ways to shine the love and light of Jesus 

into our     community until this crisis is over. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.redbubble.com%2Fshop%2Fnhs%2Bstickers&psig=AOvVaw0TP1es4G60uci7WUOkqguF&ust=1588160023855000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLjW_7aDi-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

The great Festival of hope will be streamed via our YouTube channel to you in 

your homes, and features the world-renowned All Souls Orchestra alongside 

special guests the Kingdom Choir, Matt Redman, Brian   Doerksen, Lucy Grimble, 

Reuben Morgan, Graham Kendrick and many more.  

When we started planning Prom Praise last year, we sensed the theme should 

be ‘…to the ends of the earth….’ Little did we know how true that was going to 

be! We now feel in these uncertain times, we need to be holding out the       

message of God’s life, love and, above all, gospel Hope and sharing it with the 

world through the language of music. 

There will be a spectacular new performance from a virtual choir and   orchestra 

gathering over 225 singers and players from around the world. All of this will be 

linked together by the All Souls Orchestra’s new Director of Music, Michael An-

drews from the comfort of his sitting room and   conducted by Conductor    

Emeritus and Founder of All Souls Music, Noël Tredinnick.  

Simply visit our YouTube channel – All Souls Music – at 7:30pm on  

    Saturday May 2nd to watch!  


