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Pastor: 
Rev Jonathan Bugg 
His day off is Friday 

Office Hours 
Sara will be available to answer 
telephone calls  Mon & Friday 

mornings 
Foodbank and Church open for 
private prayer 

Monday & Thursday 
10.30-12.00 

 

WE HAVE 5 CORE VALUES: 
 WORSHIPPING 
 Jesus at the centre 
 DISCIPLING 
 Every member growing 
 MINISTERING 
 Everyone using their gifts 
 BUILDING COMMUNITY 
 Open, honest relationships 
 REACHING OUT 
 Reaching out into the 
 community 

Please let me  have any items for 

the October   magazine by 27th 

September   at the latest. Thank 

This time last year we began to 
look forward to all the things we 
usually do and of course we 
reflected nostalgically on the 
holidays or short times of rest 
grabbed in our otherwise busy 
lives.  This year we look back on a 
global pandemic, 6 months of lockdown, an 
economy in tatters, the future uncertain and 
we still have 4 months of this year left.  What 
else might 2020 be remembered for? 

Near the beginning of lockdown my boys asked 
me if I had ever experienced anything like this 
and I had to say that with the possible 
exception of those who could recall the war, 
no-one had.  This has certainly been a new 
experience for us all.  As pastor trying to find 
some biblical solace during such a time it 
would be too easy to look to the Israelite time 
of exile, when everything they knew changed, 
but after a time they returned and rebuilt and 
went back to how things were.  I know that 
many of us would be tempted to find great 
comfort in God’s words of promise to the 
exiles during these unsettling times.  You may 
well be wanting me to give such a message of 
our imminent return to how things were, but 
the truth is I just don’t feel that return from 
exile is the message for us today.   

There was a time recorded in Scripture 
however when everything people knew 
changed, everything they trusted was turned 
upside down, and everything they had hoped 
for was rewritten overnight.  People lost loved 
ones.  People wept and mourned.  People lost 
hope.  And then something amazing 
happened.  Something that no-one had truly 



 

expected happened and transformed mourning into celebrating, weeping 
to joy, and yet the future remained totally changed forever more. 

I speak of course about the crucifixion of Jesus and his resurrection on the 
third day.  The religion that had been known, trusted, depended upon and 
which was the main structure around which Jewish life was built had been 
challenged and found wanting.  The Emperor worship which had been 
accepted and tolerated within the Israelite society was now rejected and 
people were prepared to lose even their lives to remain loyal to one true 
king.  Not a man appointed god like Caesar but the God appointed man of 
Jesus. 

For the early church, nothing was ever the same again and they flourished 
in the difference.  Shoved from the mainstream religious centre of Israel to 
the fringe of society, hunted and persecuted by the authorities, the worse 
it got for them the better the gospel fared and the church grew. 

We may have been very unsettled by Covid.  We may desire nothing more 
than to get back to how things were.  But what if we treat this as a God 
sent opportunity?  What if this was a clarion call on angelic trumpets to 
embrace the difference that is, to look up from teary eyes and see where 
Jesus is leading us.  What if in years to come when others hang their heads 
and speak of 2020 as the year of Covid-19, we are able to lift our heads 
and say with smiles that 2020 was the year the church woke up to a 
different world and realised we had a relevant and attractive message for 
all. To quote Isaiah 43:18 “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the 
past.19 See, I am doing a new thing. Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the 
wasteland.” 

I have a card in my study that says: “Growing older is inevitable, Growing 
up is optional.” Perhaps for us it should read: “Change is inevitable, 

The smart thing to do is choose the option  



 
Hi Everyone, 
  
Thank you for your  on-going support. It really is appreciated.  We know a 
number of you have been wondering whether or not the night shelter will 
be running this winter in light of the Covid 19  pandemic.   
 
To clarify the situation: Central government has advised all local authorities 
not to support any dormitory type shelters therefore we will not be needed 
this winter.  
 
The Council have indicated they will extend their current offer of             
accommodation to all the homeless until the end of next March.   
 
We will review the situation on an ongoing basis to see what will be needed 
for winter 2021/2022, but for now we would like to thank you for all the 
help you have given in the past. 
  
As you know, we had to cancel the thank you meal after last winter's night 
shelter. Unfortunately, it has not proven possible to re-arrange this given 
Government  restrictions on large gatherings.   
  
The committee will continue to meet as a group to keep the situation under 
review and if there is anything else to report, we will be in touch. 
  
Thank you once again for your support.  
  
Nuneaton Night Shelter       



On 1st August the transfer of assets from our old Charitable Trust to our 
new Charity (CIO) took place. 
This cancelled our energy contracts with SSE for both Electricity & Gas and 
therefore I was tasked with finding a new contract with a specific remit of 
making it as environmentally friendly as possible. 
 
The main companies that specifically focus on Green energy are:- 
Bulb, Octopus Energy and Eco Tricity. 
 
Having obtained quotes for all 3 companies we have signed up with         
Octopus Energy who have a very impressive green credential. 
 
The contact we have gone for is called: Green Octopus - 24 months fixed 
combined for Electricity & Gas. This gives us 100% Green electricity - With 
some of their energy coming from a local Solar Farm at Uppingham in 
Leicestershire. 
 
Green Gas is harder to obtain as most gas comes from fossil fuels so        
Octopus doing Carbon Offsetting instead. 
 
For the combined contract our quote has a reduction in CO2 
emissions of 3,598 kg compared to typical UK suppliers.    
This is the equivalent to 1,799 trees per annum. 
 
It is good to know that with a little bit of trouble and research we can make 
such a big difference.   Terry 



 Due to Tony’s retirement at the end of October  we are seeking to appoint a 

PART TIME CARETAKER / CLEANING CO-ORDINATOR  

16 hours per week starting in middle of Oct 2020 

The successful candidate will be Christian who has a broad range of         

practical skills and the ability to motivate voluntary cleaners and other 

workers. Collectively you will be working together to ensure the Church 

Buildings are clean and tidy, which makes them welcoming to both Church 

members and visitors. 

The usual hours are Mon - Fri 8am - 11am with 1 hr flexible which will need 

provide hours for working in an evening or at a weekend to facilitate special 

events. For example:-  weddings, concerts,  birthday parties or special 

meetings etc. This will include lone working. 

The pay is currently £9.30 per hour with the benefit of a work based        

pension. 

For more information plus a “Person Specification” and “Job Description” 

please contact Terry Salter on 07811 593319 or email:                                  

terry.salter@talk21.com. 

Applicants will need to apply in writing with full CV to be received by Sun 

27th Sept with interviews likely to take place early in October. Post could be 

split into a job share so when applying please indicate if you are interested 

in doing less hours. 

Successful applicants will be subject to a DSB check and references will be 

required 

.G.O.R.    A genuine occupational requirement has been established that the 

person that  fulfils this role needs to be a committed Christian. 

we are hoping to hear more about how Tony plans 

to spend retirement in the  October Magazine 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations  

Sam and Elena                                

Married on 5th Sept at MCBC 

Best wishes to  

Greg and Myriam                           

due to marry on 19th Sept at 

MCBC 

Matt and Hannah                         

Planning to marry on              

12th December at MCBC 

Jonathan and Clara                        

on 23rd Jan '21 in America 

“The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord let His face 

shine upon you, and be gracious to you. The Lord look 

upon you kindly and give you peace “ 



 Where  : Manor Court Baptist Church  Nuneaton CV11 5HU 

  When  : Saturday 26th September  10.00am—12.00  

Why : So everyone facing cancer can have a Macmillan 

team in their corner.  Please come along  and help raise 

funds for this amazing charity. 

All donations of cake will be gratefully received    

No time to bake ? Shop bought is great too! 

Please tie in with Maggie Showler 

There will also be other items for sale such as jams, knitted 

goods and also wooden items made by Rick  



 

 

New "Kick Start" Coffee Morning & Cake open to all at MCBC 

11am till 12 noon on 1st Monday of each month 

 

Kick Start - Bitesize video sessions here to help you or a friend 

move forward in life during the Covid-19 recovery phase. 

 

Mon 7th September - Anxiety and worry 

 

Mon 5th October - Handling Loss 

    Max of 10 people due to social distancing so please book by call or  

     Text to : 07890 592985 or E mail - terrysalter@capuk.org 

 

This event is part of MCBC community programme and therefore is free 

of charge 

 

mailto:terrysalter@capuk.org


This months Prayer Topics are : 

             MCBC church family  
 Jonathan, Catherine, Ethan and Daniel. 
 Those watching our Sunday online services whether from the church  

building or from their homes. 
 Church AGM and deacons' election on 17th September. 
 Sam and Elena who were married on 5th September and Greg and Myriam 

getting married on 19th September.  
 Matt and Hannah getting married on 12th December (not Sept as in August 

Court Circular - sorry my mistake - Pam G) 
            Our Abbey Green Community 
 Pray for it's peace, health and prosperity. 
 Pray for freedom from oppression and addictions and for people to know 

God's freedom and the transformation of their lives through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 Pray that as a church we may know how to reach out to this  community 
around us, to discover their needs and how we can know and witness to 
them. 

            Pray for the family of Grace Stewart    
 We had news recently from Grace’s Nephew Paul  about the death on 17th 

August of Grace's cousin Margaret Blount aged 85. She used to attend 
MCBC a number of years ago. Margaret had been unwell for some time 
and died in George Eliot Hospital. 

            Pray for Amanda O'Reilly who works with Betel in Hexham  
  Roger & Pam recently had a holiday in Northumberland and were able to 

meet up with Amanda. She told them the lovely news that she has just  
become engaged to Robert who manages the men's home in Hexham! 
Amanda is attached to their home group and keeps in touch via email and 
visits, if she can, when she is back in Nuneaton. They  are hoping she can 
join them  on a zoom home group meeting and hopefully face to face 
when she is back again at the end of Oct. Please pray for Amanda and   
Robert as they plan their future and thank God for the happiness they have 
found  together. 



 

 

 

 

Online Church Prayer Meeting 

Thursday 24th September   

7.30pm 

Did you know that during the start of Lockdown, there were more Google 
searches regarding “how to pray” than ever before, and more than anything 
else searched at the time.  More and more people wanted to know how to 
pray to the one true God, how to have a relationship with Jesus, how to 
communicate and discern what God is saying to us.  And all that time we 
knew how to.  All that time we knew how to pray, who to pray to, how to 
listen.  The question is – did knowing the answers mean we prayed any 
more than those searching for the answer for the first time?  Did we 
(knowing the God for whom they searched) pray more earnestly, eagerly, 
and with expectation to hear from God? 
  
On 17th  September at 7:30 we will be meeting on line via Zoom to 
pray.  We may not like Zoom, but that aside the question is how  seriously 
do we take prayer.  We might pray at home regularly, but the question is 
how seriously do we understand the call to pray together.  Regardless of 
our own issues, whether good or bad,  whether we feel they are justified or 
not, prayer is vital to the health of the Church and for the future salvation of 
this town of ours. 
  
Our prayer meetings are  an opportunity to gather together, pray   together, 
wait together, listen together, cry out to God for Nuneaton together and be 
part of Jesus’ answer together.  Prayer is not just a privilege, it is also too 
exciting an opportunity to ever turn down in  favour of anything we might 
have been tempted to consider an  alternative. 
  
God will be there – will you? 



AGM & DEACONS ELECTIONS 2020 

I feel there is a pressing need for as many church members as possible to 

meet face for our AGM on 17th September at 7.45 in the church sanctuary. 

 We will need to wear masks and practice social distancing so I need to ask 

you to book in with me so we can arrange the seating.  Please do that by 

emailing me rgadsby@doctors.org.uk or by phone on 02476362126 or     

mobile 07580161669. 

We need to share amongst other things, how we have all been doing in  

lockdown, what you feel God has been saying to us, how we need to        

respond and how church needs to change. 

The new charitable organizational structure for MCBC, that of a Charitable 

Incorporated Organization (CIO) came into being on 1 August 2020. 

The charity commission recommend that all trustees (deacons) of the old 

charity resign and new trustees (deacons) are appointed as soon as possible. 

This is to ensure that the members of the charity have opportunity to       

refresh/alter its leadership as the new CIO begins. 

Following this recommendation all of our 10 deacons are standing down.  

Trina Saliba and Liz Watson have asked not to be re-nominated.  

The remaining 8 have all been re-nominated and the members attending 

the AGM on 17 September will vote on whether they want them to be   

trustees (deacons) of the CIO that is Manor Court Baptist Church (MCBC).   

 

 

mailto:rgadsby@doctors.org.uk


Those nominated are: 

Janet Down, who has been a deacon for 1 year and served in the  

mission hub/subgroup and the Covid-19 subgroup. 

Pam Gadsby who has been a deacon for 2 years and served in the           

discipleship hub/subgroup.  

Roger Gadsby who has been a deacon for 4 years and has served on 

the admin sub group. He has been church secretary for 4 years.  

Lynne Salter who has been a deacon for 2 years and served in the           

discipleship hub/subgroup.  

Terry Salter who has been a deacon for 2 years and served in the   

admin hub/subgroup. He has been church treasurer for 2 years.  

Roy Shooter who has been a deacon for 4 years. He has served in 

the admin hub/subgroup and has been church trustee for safeguard-

ing.  

James Stevens who has been a deacon for 4 years. He has served in 

the discipleship hub/subgroup and is deacon overseeing worship. 

Sonja Wilson who has been a deacon for 2 years. She has served in 

the discipleship hub/subgroup. 

 

Roger Gadsby Church Secretary 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small groups ( max 12 people) can meet in the hall 
at church from 27th July Meetings will have to be 
pre-booked by contacting either: Janet Down,  
Terry Salter, Roy Shooter or Jonathan Bugg who 
will check availability and discuss with the group 
leaders all the health and safety requirements. 

Sunday Morning gatherings  

These have now restarted but  because  numbers 
are being restricted  attendance must be managed 
using a booking system. 

Any children attending must stay with you 
throughout the service as children's groups are 
not running. Could you also bring any toys books 
etc as we are not able to provide them. 

Praying for God’s kingdom to come in our local        
community 11.00am Prayer walkers will meet       
outside the church ready for a socially distanced 
prayer walk during the service. 

 Church  AGM  on                                            

Thursday 17th September.   

Included in this meeting will be the election 

of leaders. 

 



 

 

 

                                                     Don’t forget our Fortnightly Prayer meetings  

                                                        Thursday 24th  September  

                                                                     7.30pm on Zoom  

 

11.00am Live stream onto the big screen in church   
As we have been reaching on average 233 people a 
week through our live streams , we will continue to 
stream live onto the big screen at MCBC.               
Unfortunately we do not at present have the      
technology to live stream from church  and so will 
continue from the manse. 

11.45am Please join us on zoom for the usual catch 
up after the service. 

Coffee Morning & Cake open to all at MCBC 

11am till 12 noon  

Mon 7th September - Anxiety and worry 

Mon 5th October - Handling Loss 

           Please come and support 
this worthwhile event  

         Saturday 26th September  

                    10.00—12.00   

                       at  MCBC 
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Say you want to come to a    

Sunday service  

Turn up only if successful in booking 

Always maintain  2m distance and                   

Antibac your hands 

You must sit where allocated  

Strictly no singing  

Always give priority to visitors  

Fellowship at a distance  

Enjoy the service and exit safely  

 


