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WE HAVE 5 CORE VALUES: 
 WORSHIPPING 
 Jesus at the centre 
 DISCIPLING 
 Every member growing 
 MINISTERING 
 Everyone using their gifts 
 BUILDING COMMUNITY 
 Open, honest relationships 
 REACHING OUT 
 Reaching out into the 
 community 

Please let me have contributions 

for December magazine by 25th 

Nov latest  

Yvonne.mead@mcbc.org.uk  

I  am sure that like me, you are 

ever hopeful that we will get to 

the end of this Covid business and 

be able to return to something 

resembling normal.  Some of you 

may even be wondering why we 

haven’t started having music and preaching 

from inside the church what with it now being 

open for services.  In light of this I thought I 

should update you all on where we have got to. 

Over the time of Lockdown and beyond, what 

began as a short message using my mobile 

phone has grown to a full blown (if incomplete 

in some areas) service using a dual screen 

desktop PC, new camera, microphone, and live 

streaming software.  It may not be perfect or 

professional but it is a lot better than where we 

started off from.  During this time we have also 

had as many as 400 people view our live stream 

(if not at the time then in the week following) 

and although many are from around the 

country (if not the world) a good proportion of 

them are from nearer to home.  Obviously we 

do not want to lose them in our return to the 

building, so we are endeavouring to buy in the 

equipment to allow us to live stream to the 

same if not better standard than we are now 

achieving from inside the MCBC building. 

To do this we will initially start in the back hall 

at MCBC so that we can: 

 



 

a)      Have more people involved in the music (we can socially distance 

more musicians and singers in the hall than we can on the stage in the 

sanctuary so the sound will have a more full quality to it). 

b)      We can set up the sound mixing desk in the prayer room and the 

various PCs needed in the office and thus train the volunteers on how to 

work the various bits and pieces actually during the Sunday live. 

c)       This will also enable to suss out everything we need to know without 

being disruptive to the service (either on line or in the sanctuary). 

Once we have managed this, we will then plan the move back into the 

Sanctuary knowing that with the exception of reducing the music group size 

a bit, everything else should be the same.  This will enable us to provide 

everything we have ordinarily had on a Sunday BC (Before Covid) as well as 

streaming it for our online congregation. 

I do hope that this helps you understand why we appear to have not 

“Rushed” and explains what we are doing to return to the building.  We 

remain short of volunteers to help with the various aspects of this and I 

would once again urge you to consider volunteering to help us get the 

services happening in the building.  Training will as detailed above be 

provided and it really isn’t difficult.  The more people who volunteer the less 

onerous it will be for anyone. 

I hope that this reassures you that we are doing our utmost to respond to 

the needs of all, and apologise that this has meant we have frustrated 

some.    

God bless.     Jonathan  



Over the past weeks we have been exploring Who 
"Who do we say we are?" and are we really who we say 
we are, and should we be? 

As part of this we have looked at our statement on the 
front of this magazine : 

“ordinary people following an extraordinary God”  

And we have discovered that from Gods point of view 
we are far from ordinary! and so it has been suggested that we should change  that 
statement, but to what? 

Would you please give this some prayerful thought and send your suggestions by 
messenger, phone or email to Jonathan. 

 

We have also looked at  being called to 

be disciples of Jesus, but why is that? 

What do we need to do to follow Jesus? 

 Jesus didn't issue many commands, so 

when He does they must be pretty          

significant. His last command to His followers was to go ...preach the good news…               

make disciples of people and baptise them. And so we read that the first “act” of 

the apostles was to tell people the good news about Jesus ...and then they were 

really busy baptising 3,000 people! 

If you have made a commitment to follow Jesus then Baptism is one of the steps of 

obedience to Him. 

In the words of Acts 8:37  “See here is water, what can stand in the way of my being 

baptised? “ Wouldn't it be great if after all the lock downs and social distancing  are 

done, when we can meet as a faith family back in church without any restrictions, if 

one of the first things we did was to have a baptismal service? If you are thinking of 

taking  that step then maybe start the conversation with Jonathan now about     

preparing for your baptism. 

 

 

 



 

 I am sure you would like to join me in welcoming Teresa Buck into  her new role as 

Church Caretaker, I caught up with her this week and asked her to say a few words 

to introduce herself …... 

I’m 29 again and again and again lol I live with my husband of 20 
years Dave, my step daughter Cheryl, our rescue dog Zak and corn 
snake Amelia. 

I have worked mainly in customer facing roles as shop assistance, 
waitress and taxi driver and am really looking forward to being more involved with 
the church 

I’m a fairly new Christian, I was supposed to be baptised at Easter and really feel 
that I was brought here for a reason. This is where I’m supposed to be. 

I’m an awful gardener, I can’t tell a weed from a plant but I’m pretty good with a 
paintbrush and wall paper and love stripping paint  

In my spare time I enjoy boot camps and weight lifting sessions. I am a qualified 
dive master although I've not had much chance since we adopted Zak, we like to 
run but Zak doesn't. I also love to knit and crochet so if you need a baby blanket, 
you know where to come. 

When a child loses their hair to  cancer The Princess Trust offer  

free, real hair wigs  to help restore their confidence and identity, 

they rely on donations of hair and funds  

Recently Georgina Showler decided to  donate her hair and also 

aimed to raise £50.00 in donations. Her just giving page has now 

reached  an amazing £285  

https://www.Justgiving.com /fundraising /georgina-showler 

What an incredible act of generosity ! Well done Georgina! 

 



  

 

Angus & Helen Douglas ( an extract) 

Greetings from Nepal, Whilst in the  UK  you are entering cooler autumnal days, here 

we are enjoying the end of monsoon, with its resultant mud, mould and humidity, 

with dry sunny days and fresh mornings. 

Sadly Covid 19 is not clearing up, cases continue to climb fast with over 1,000 new 

cases a day, most Covid facilities are full. Many medical staff are feeling worn out, 

months of long hours under difficult and stressful circumstances are taking their toll. 

Community reaction here differs greatly to the appreciation and support shown in 

the UK, here fear and stigma abounds and many healthcare workers have been       

victims of this. To encourage the hospital team we have mobilised the local KISC     

community to make encouraging cards & notes together with snacks and cakes, 

these gifts come with the love, support and the prayers of the Christian community. 

All schools remain closed and so for our three children teaching remains online. We 

would value your prayers regarding protracted and convoluted visa applications as 

our tourist visas expire in December. Sometimes people have asked us why we have 

stayed in Nepal during the pandemic when so many expats have left, and to be   

honest when things are difficult and visa applications hit another hurdle, or the    

children struggle with online schooling and missing family, we can wrestle with that 

question too. But then we remember Jesus, who left behind the comfort, peace, 

intimate relationship and security of heaven to walk the hard, frail, painful, lonely 

human path of earth. Not only to save us from our sins and to bring new life, but to 

be acquainted with our joys and suffering. Not a deaf and distant God but Immanuel,  

God with us. So that is our calling, as imperfectly as we do, to try and reflect the love 

of Jesus, here in Nepal. To be His hands, voice, feet and ears to those who so        

desperately need His love and hope, in whatever ways He gives us to– whether big 

or small. 

Please pray for our Nepali church as they continue to serve among those who are 

homeless, for wisdom and grace as they do so. Please pray for us as we discern the 

way forward regarding Visa’s and roles, and please pray for our international      

adoption process that is in its final stages, that all things would be finalised in time 

for us to travel to South Africa to collect our new son. 



“Mary” who has been working in one of the Stan’s ( extract) 

Mary a palliative care nurse is currently in the UK  during these Covid times and she 

writes. Most of you know how much I love my home and it took quite something to 

get me to leave the house where I have lived for over a quarter of a century to go 

to work in North Africa. Living in 6 different homes while there taught me to make a 

place home very quickly ( you don’t know when you might need to move again ..so 

you enjoy it while you can!) 

So when I moved to Asia I threw myself into making my house into my home as 

quickly as possible– and I do love it. It is one of the first houses I have bought new 

curtains for ( unlike North Africa where we had shutters at the windows) Asking 

advice about curtain poles at the place I worked I discovered the delightful          

elderly carpenter there actually built my house when he was a young man !  Not 

only that but he continues to maintain it and his workmanship is of such a high 

standard ! When you know the designer and builder, it makes the house take on a 

new meaning. 

As is the case anywhere regular house maintenance is needed to prevent further 

problems– and that can get messy! My house is built from mud and straw, with 

some sort of framework  and between the ceiling cover and the roof is a wood and 

matting frame with material stretched and tacked in place to create the ceiling. 

There is a ladder for taking mud onto the roof and when it rains there are smears of 

mud down the white walls and onto the path around the house. The roofs and 

sometimes the walls need a yearly “remudding” its messy but essential          

maintenance. 

Thinking about packing up (again!) to return to my Asian home has reminded me 

about where my “safe place” in life is. Knowing the God who made me and learning 

that His maintenance and repair of me ( even when messy!) is essential and is    

always done with the care and knowledge of someone who knows how I am built, 

helps me to live better in my skin and circumstances. 

 



 
   MCBC AGM and Ordinary Church Meeting  
   19th November  

 
 

This is to be held in the church sanctuary at 7.45pm We hope that it 
can be a face to face meeting ( if Covid restrictions at the time  allow) 
but those who prefer will be able to join on zoom. 
 
Full details about the meeting were emailed out on 26th October 
along with the AGM documents such as the finance report,              
Jonathan’s report, Church  secretary’s report etc. 
 
An ordinary meeting will follow on from the AGM. We hope there 
will be time for discussion so we can share with each other about : 
 
1. How we are doing, living under the present restrictions? 
 
2. What do we feel God has been saying to you/us during this 

time? 
 
3. How do we need to respond? 
 
If you have any questions or queries please feel free to contact me by 
email at rgadsby@doctors.org.uk or  by phone on 02476 362126 
 
Best wishes 
 
Roger  ( Church Secretary ) 
 



Prayer points for the month of November are : 

 Our MCBC church family, particularly those suffering with illness - 
for physical and mental health. 

 For wisdom as we move forward with plans to move to live     
streaming services from the church building. 

 All of us in coping with the uncertainties of day to day life with     
altering restrictions. 

 Thanks for all those accessing online services from our community 
and further a field. 

 Our Abbey Green community. 

 The work at Saints as it offers more and more activities and is seen 
as a safe place to meet. 

 George Eliot Hospital and all who work there - for their protection as 
the Covid related admission rate increases. 

 Thanks that at the moment we are still in tier 1 and, in spite of some 
restrictions many aspects of our lives can continue. 

 

 

Online Prayer meeting Thursday 12th November  ( 26th TBC) 
Frederick B Meyer is quoted as saying: "The great tragedy of life is not    
unanswered prayer but unoffered prayer". 
Twice a month we have a chance to prevent such a tragedy by joining   
together on Zoom on the details below and praying.  Offering our petitions 
and intercessions to our heavenly Father who loves us and wants us to 
spend time with him bringing our concerns to him.  Let us join together 
and honour our Father by doing what he wants us to do. 
https://zoom.us/j/4136972521         Meeting ID: 413 697 2521   7.30pm 
 

https://zoom.us/j/4136972521


 
We are a lovely little coffee shop and Christian bookshop in 
the heart of Hinckley town centre, selling books, cards, gifts, 
Fairtrade food, hot & cold drinks, snacks, cakes and lunches. 
We are run by volunteers and provide a lovely space to bring 
people together and show the love of Jesus. 

 
From the beginning of October all things advent related will be in stock 
(advent calendars, candles and books) alongside Christmas cards in both 
packs and singles. Packs of cards are sold in support of the charities        
Compassion, Tearfund and Leprosy Mission. 
 The week beginning 5th  October is National Christian Bookshop Week and 
to encourage people to use a brick and mortar shop there will be 10% off all 
Bibles during the week plus a prize draw to win a "Mystery Box" of at least 
10 books - you can be entered with every purchase of books, cards or    
Christian gifts. The Vine is also taking part in Hinckley's half term offers    
promotion with 3 for 2 on children's Christmas books and they will also be 
part of the treasure hunt around the town - so do drop in this month to take 
advantage of any of these offers. 

      Will you be alone this Christmas ? 

Can we bring you some Christmas Cheer? 

For the first time we are unable to share our usual     

                 Christmas Day Community Lunch  

             This Christmas Day we are delivering 

                “Christmas in a box “ 

To secure your visit and “Christmas in a box “ fill in a request form and     

return it to Reception at Newtown Centre Nuneaton Cv11 4HG                      

by Friday 18th  December.  

 Forms available from Churches/foodbanks/P3/Library/|CAB 

Tel 02476385765  or   07835045479 

 Nuneaton_xmas@outlook.com 



  

Exciting news about further restoration work ... 

The former conservative club was originally opened in 

1898 and later became know as St Georges hall with 

generations   attending  dances and gigs over the years. 

Now known as “Saints” the building is run by  the Christians Together for 

change  project and is run as a community hub  and  CEO Jet Jones says …. 

“We’re not just trying to breathe new life into the building, we’re trying to 
breathe new life into the community of Nuneaton. 

“Our aim is to help alleviate poverty and unemployment in the area 

through our ‘Enterprise and Equip’ programme, including our partnership 

with local agencies to provide educational courses ranging from IT courses 

and after school homework clubs to Painting, Arts and Craft.” 

They have managed to secure funding for the works to start and it is hoped 
that some of it will be finished by Christmas, but  they have ambitious plans 
to push on further in 2021 with a new heating system, a commercial      
kitchen, a lift, a refurbished stage, a PA lighting system for live concerts and 
performances plus restoring the building’s basement. 

They have  received a £20,000 donation from the UK charity Allchurches 
Trust, a government grant and a further £4,000 from an Aviva                
crowd-funding exercise. That’s a huge boost and means they can now work       
towards utilising the amazing space offered upstairs by reopening St 
George’s Hall. They  eventually want to restore the Hall to its former glory 
but this initial work will involve re-wiring the electrics, renovating the      
internal stairs, installing toilets and baby-changing facilities and converting 
the former Mayor’s office into a training room.  

It is estimated that a further £400,000 will be needed to complete the full 
renovation. 

Jet Jones  is already in talks with local firms and organisations in the hope 
they can contribute to the planned transformation and would be delighted 
to hear from anyone who can help.  



              Here2Help 
“Christian love shown through action” 

A new and exciting service that is being launched in Nuneaton with the idea 

to: link people with a specific need with someone who has a specific skill 

with the aim to provide help when it is needed. ( more info in Oct magazine) 

 

 

 

People who have a specific need    Linked to    Someone with a specific skill 

If the ideas has  sparked your interest and you would like to know more, 
with no obligation, then please contact either Janet Down or Terry Salter 

If you would prefer to speak directly, either leave a message on the church 
answerphone or use the church directory to contact Janet or Terry directly.  
janetdownmbe@gmail.com      terry.salter@talk21.com 

A thank you from BMS World Mission  …..they write…. 

“What a year this has been, Faru* and his family gave their 
lives to Jesus in Bangladesh. Hamid* was cured from crippling      
depression in Afghanistan. Gloria* learned to sew, earning   
money to provide for her disabled five year old son in     

Mozambique. Mohammad* a teenager with a bullet wound to his abdomen 
was operated on by  BMS surgeons in Chad, one of whom donated his own 
blood to save the boys life.  (* name changed for  privacy) 

Remote communities accessed safe water for the first time, isolated pastors 
in Peru grew better equipped to preach the word of God. Marginalised    
Roma people became believers in Albania. And thousands of people        
received the support they needed to survive a global pandemic. And you at 
Manor Court Baptist Church have been a part of this by supporting BMS 
World    Mission.” 

( Note from Treasurer: Our accounts show that in 2019 we donated £2700 
to BMS World Mission ) 

mailto:janetdownmbe@gmail.com
mailto:terry.salter@talk21.com


 Our Harvest appeal for Tearfund - "Coronavirus Emergency Appeal"  

Make this a harvest to rebuild what’s been lost 

On Sunday Jonathan mentioned that usually in the month of October we would be    

having a Harvest Celebration, but of course in present times it has not been physically 

possible to  bring gifts of produce etc. to the church, and so we are suggesting we      

support the Tearfund Harvest Appeal. 

In their short video message Tearfund  identified three big positive shifts that have   

occurred since the start of the pandemic:  Greater togetherness, a change in valuing life 

over productivity, and a greater imagining to find new ways of doing things.  And they 

quoted Justin  Welby …..“After so much suffering, so much heroism from key workers 

and the NHS, so much effort, once this epidemic is conquered here and round the 

world, we cannot be content to go back to what was before as if all is normal. 

There needs to be a resurrection of our common life, something that links to the old, 

but is different and more beautiful. We must dream it because it is the gift of God. Then 

we must build it in partnership with God.” 

Ways to give to the appeal: 

Cash - Bring an offering in an envelope, labelled - "Tear Fund" to Mon or Thurs - Food 
Bank 10.30am to 12 noon. Or put in the offering on Sunday. 

Cheque - "Made payable to "Manor Court Baptist Church" in an envelope labelled - 
"Tear Fund" 

Online - Visit "www.give.net" In find a charity or fundraiser search for "Manor Court 
Baptist Church" 

Do a "One off Gift" , enter the amount and then click on "Include details and / or refer-
ence number" 

enter "Tear Fund" You can choose to remain anonymous or give your name. 

 Thanks for giving to the Harvest Appeal and choosing to change lives, in some of the 
poorest parts of the world, at this difficult time for them. 

Terry Salter (Treasurer) 

 

http://www.give.net/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saint’s Nuneaton  

Want to shop local this Christmas?  
We are really excited to be running two 
Christmas market evenings! Come 
down on the 5th or the 12th December 
(or both!) any time between 4-8pm to 
browse a wonderful selection of     
handmade gifts and decorations on 
stalls run by local businesses. It's vital 
we support  creatives and small        
businesses in these times, and we want 
to do all we can to help out! 
P.S. We're working hard to make sure 
these events allow for proper social 
distancing and comply with the current 
restrictions. 

Free "Kick Start" Coffee Morning & Cake  

11am till 12 noon on 1st Monday of each month 

Bite size video sessions to help you or a friend move forward in life during 
the Covid recovery phase  

               Monday 2nd November      “Discovering your strengths “ 

                Monday 7th December      “ A Healthy You “ 

Max of 10 people due to social distancing so please book by call or 

text to    07890 592985 or E mail - terrysalter@capuk.org 

mailto:terrysalter@capuk.org


Every Sunday 11.00am  

Live stream onto the big screen in church    

As we have been reaching around  400 people a week 
through our live streams on Facebook , we will continue 

to stream live onto the big screen at MCBC. We are 
working on the  technology to live stream from church,  

until then  we  will continue from the manse. 

 The service will also be available on Facebook  for you 
to catch up through the week  

8th November Remembrance service                              
15th November will include Communion  

11.45am Please join us on zoom for the usual catch up 
after the service. 

Don’t forget our fortnightly Prayer meetings 

On Zoom    

November 12th  ( 26th TBC) 

at 7.30pm 

Praying for God’s kingdom to come in our community 

11.00am Prayer walkers will meet outside the church 

ready for a socially distanced prayer walk during the 

service. 



 

Remembrance Sunday 8th November  

Every year during the Poppy Appeal, our volunteers cover 

as many areas as possible, collecting on the streets, in 

shopping centres and at stations. 

However, this year, as a result of COVID-19, the Poppy  

Appeal has had to adapt and change the way we do things. 

Many of our volunteers are understandably unable to    

assist with collecting  in streets supermarkets and stations ,  

and reduced footfall in these areas means that our Poppy 

Appeal income is at real risk, and so we're calling on the 

public to support us like never before, because every     

poppy counts. 

With  some people unable to leave their homes as they 

normally would to find a poppy, and with many of the 

charity’s collectors unable to carry out face to face        

collections, we've unveiled a range of new ways for people 

to show their support remotely. 

There will still be poppies available in many supermarkets -

 Sainsbury’s, Morrisons, Tesco, Asda, and Aldi – but we 

have also made  sure that you are also able to  participate 

in this year’s Poppy Appeal from your own home. 

 You can go online and download and print our iconic    

Remembrance Poppy to display at home and show your 

support for the Armed Forces community 

 https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/poppy-

appeal    and you can also buy poppies for yourself, friends 

and family from our online British Legion shop, the Poppy 

Shop, or raise money in other ways such as our 11/11 

challenge. 

Please support the Poppy Appeal in any way you can – 

without you we cannot provide the life changing support 

that our Armed Forces community needs and deserves. 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/poppy-appeal
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/poppy-appeal
https://www.poppyshop.org.uk/collections/poppy-appeal
https://www.poppyshop.org.uk/collections/poppy-appeal
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/things-to-do/fundraise-for-us/11-11-challenge
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/things-to-do/fundraise-for-us/11-11-challenge

