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Pastor: 
Rev Jonathan Bugg 
His day off is Friday 

Office Hours 
Someone will be available to    

answer telephone calls  Mon & 
Friday mornings 

Foodbank and Church open for 
private prayer 

Monday & Thursday 
10.30-12.00 

WE HAVE 5 CORE VALUES: 
 WORSHIPPING 
 Jesus at the centre 
 DISCIPLING 
 Every member growing 
 MINISTERING 
 Everyone using their gifts 
 BUILDING COMMUNITY 
 Open, honest relationships 
 REACHING OUT 
 Reaching out into the 
 community 

Please let me have contributions 

for February magazine by  25th 

January latest  

Yvonne.mead@mcbc.org.uk  

 

Well I wasn’t expecting that! 

My family and I have just 

returned from getting a covid 

test only to have received the 

news that we all have it.  

 It would be very easy to shrug it off as a 

bad case of flu except I have never felt 

quite as ill before.  It is easy to for my 

teenage sons to pull through as they are of 

the age it doesn’t seem to affect.  But then 

there’s my wife and I.  My wife has been on 

the hi risk list and we have been as careful 

as possible, but still somehow she has 

contracted this virus and we are all looking 

at her praying her symptoms don’t get 

worse.  I am of the age where I have kept 

hearing of fit men my age dropping from it 

and I have to admit to feeling a degree of 

concern. 

Then of course there is the question, where 

did we get it from, who brought it in to the 

family, who took risks? 

The truth is that when bad news happens, 

how we deal with it can be a defining 

moment for us.  We can as human beings 

so easily resort to negativity, to finger 

pointing and blame.  We can if there is no  



 

one else to blame find ourselves shouting at God saying “why did you 

let this happen?” But then again we can in that moment make the 

decision to stand firm with one another, support one another, and 

pray for one another.  We can shout at God and God is big enough to 

take it, but God also loves it when we bring our concerns to him in 

honesty and openness.   

At Christmas time we celebrate the God who became man so that in 

everything God has experienced what we experience.  Even to the 

point where he stood at his best friend Lazarus’ grave and wept 

before raising him from the dead.  God was not and is not some 

distant supernatural out of body being that looks on in an unfeeling 

way, but rather Jesus is an all-powerful being who elected to set all 

his divinity aside and stand with us, to weep with us and to suffer 

with us. 

As we prepare to enter 2021 let us remember to be thankful even in 

the tough situations, look for the positives and trust in the God who 

goes through this with us. Jonathan 

 So what will we be discussing on Sunday 

mornings  in the new year?  

Ephesians 1: 11 sums it up perfectly…. And 

we are going to be spending some time 

trying to answer one of life’s most 

important questions ….What on earth am I 

here for? 

If average life span is 25,550 days maybe  it  

would be wise  to set aside a few of them to 

figure out  what God wants you to do with 

the rest of them? 

Wishing you all a happy new year ! 



Shining a Spotlight on Open Doors ….. 

Open Doors works in over 60 countries, supplying Bibles, training church leaders, 

providing practical support and emergency relief, and supporting Christians who 

suffer for their faith. In the UK and Ireland, Open Doors works to raise awareness of 

global persecution, mobilising prayer, support and action among Christians. 

The ministry of Open Doors has its origins in one man and 

one journey. In 1955, a young Dutchman went to Warsaw 

and discovered the existence of a persecuted church. He 

became known as Brother Andrew, and from 1955 to 1967 

he travelled throughout Eastern Europe, delivering          

Scriptures, encouraging persecuted believers, and recruiting others to help him. 

The publication of God’s Smuggler in 1967 catapulted Andrew to worldwide renown. 
An entire generation caught the vision of supporting the persecuted church.          
This vision soon pushed the ministry beyond the Soviet Union. Open Doors grew in 
the 1970’s due to the international travel of Andrew, who met and recruited ‘mini-
Andrews’ to work among the persecuted in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 

In particular, the Love China conference in 1975 brought the issue of Christian perse-
cution in China to a much larger audience. And it was in China where one of Open 
Doors most famous projects took place – Project Pearl, where a staggering one     
million Bibles were delivered in a single night in June 1981. 

In 1982, Open Doors launched a seven-year campaign of prayer for the Communist 
Bloc. Seven years later, in 1989, the Berlin Wall fell and the world changed.           
Nevertheless, there were still Christians suffering in other Communist lands, such as 
China, Vietnam, North Korea, and several African states. 

Meanwhile, Open Doors had long been aware of growing persecution in the Muslim 
world. Brother Andrew visited Saudi Arabia as early as 1973 and had been warning of 
the need to make the church under Islam a greater priority all through the 1980s. 
Increasingly, Open Doors turned towards supporting the church in the Muslim world. 

Supporting the church however means more than delivering Bibles. In 1978, the first 

training manual for leaders on how to resist persecution was produced for Christians 

in Asia. In the 1990s a training institute was established for pastors in sub-Saharan 



 

 

Africa. Open Doors also developed a global training programme for persecuted 

church pastors. This became Standing Strong Through The Storm (SSTS), first      

published in 2001 and still in use around the world today. 

At the same time Literacy projects were launched to help Christians read and study 

the Bible. In 1998 Open Doors launched its first major relief project - ‘Operation 

Daily Bread’ - to fly in food and supplies to remote areas of war-torn southern    

Sudan. Today Open Doors provides relief aid, livelihood support and community 

development projects for hundreds of thousands of Christians around the world. 

In the late 1990s, Open Doors also began developing more targeted advocacy work. 

Since then speaking to the powerful on behalf of the powerless has become a core 

part of our work, from speaking to the Prime Minister to equipping the local church 

to know its legal rights and In the six decades since Brother Andrew’s first journey, 

Open Doors has continued to seek out and strengthen the persecuted church. 

Raise the alarm: 2021 World Watch List  

2020 has been a tumultuous year for all of us. But for our persecuted family, they 

face exacerbated discrimination. They are often the last in line for essential aid 

from local governments.  Imagine queuing for the supermarket and, when it’s your 

turn, you’re denied entry. Why? Because of your Christian faith. Imagine Christian 

NHS workers being denied PPE because of their faith alone.  

Prime Minister Boris Johnson has said that a new Special Envoy for Freedom of   

Religion or Belief ‘will be announced in due course’, following Rehman Chishti’s 

resignation from the role in September. The Prime Minister’s announcement means 

we can expect the UK government to find a replacement for what we know is a  

crucial and significant role. On Wednesday 13 January, the World Watch List will be 

launched in Parliament. MPs will hear first-hand from representatives of the       

persecuted church, with particular emphasis on how local church leaders can be 

key partners with the UK government in supporting some of the world’s most    

vulnerable people. Last year, 123 MPs from across the political spectrum came to 

the World Watch List 2019 launch, and many told their constituents what a          

valuable experience it was. It was encouraging to see so many MPs engage with the 

issue of Christian persecution, and continue to do so throughout the year. 

Please invite your MP this year, via opendoorsuk.org/advocacy I 



 

Latest news from Helen and Angus Douglas based in Nepal  

 

At the end of summer Angus finished his role at KISC after 8 years. The plan 
was that Helen would become the main visa holder, through Patan Hospital. 
Papers were submitted to the hospital in February but when, by mid October 
there was still no progress, we decided that maybe God had a different plan in 
mind! In the meantime, Angus was approached to apply for an INF role 
(International Nepal Fellowship). As the end of our tourist visa drew near, it 
seemed right for Angus to apply for the job. After a Board interview, Angus 
was offered the position of Executive Director of INF International, an          
Australian registered INGO working here to support INF Nepal.  
 
We are very excited about the new role and being involved with INF, an       
organisation with a long history in Nepal, that we have great respect for. INF's 
vision is to bring "Life in All its fullness for Nepal's poor and disadvantaged”. 
They do this through various different health and development projects 
around the country, including the palliative care work Helen has partnered 
with. 
Angus will start his new role in January 2021, hopefully after visiting some of 
their projects around the country. His initial responsibilities will be to support 
the renewal of INFI's General Agreement with the Government of Nepal, 
which allows them to operate in country; and to undertake a strategic review 
with the Board, to plan for the next 5 to 10 years of work. A number of BMS 
colleagues are involved with INF projects and it will be exciting to work along-
side and support them. To read more about the work of INF, please               
visit:  www.inf.org 
 



The Government of Nepal is still not allowing schools to open unless Covid-
19 cases are low in their region. With Kathmandu cases high and climbing 
daily, rumours are that the capital's schools may not open till the start of 
the new Nepali Academic year in April 2021. KISC has done a fantastic job of 
providing interactive and engaging lessons, but the reality is that it is not 
our preferred way of learning. The children have done really well and   
knuckled down to learning in a new way, but everyone is missing the social 
element of school. Our home internet is doing well but productivity for us 
parents, also mostly working from home, is definitely reduced by regular 
interruptions for break, lunch times and educational support! 
It has been encouraging to see God's answers to our prayers concerning; 
our roles and visa - which will be provided through INF - and the arrival of 
Angus's new passport from the UK (the Kathmandu office had been closed 
for 6 months and it was getting close to his passport expiring). Through 
these uncertainties we have been very aware of God's peace and sustaining 
grace. Changes of plan can be unsettling and disorientating at times. We 
just love to have everything nicely planned, packaged up and labelled. But 
we have learnt several important lessons during our 40 or so years of      
journeying with God, that; God is our good, good father, who gives good 
gifts to His children. That in the midst of uncertainty and changing plans, He 
is teaching us deeper trust and closer dependency on Him. We can put our 
hand in His, secure that His plans are higher, far better and more exciting 
than ours could ever be. 
 
One ongoing uncertainty and big prayer request is for our adoption process. 
We are in the final stages, awaiting the formal match for our new son (we 
have an informal match) and court date so we can visit South Africa to  
complete the process. We have just heard that there has been an additional 
procedure introduced, further delaying by around 2 weeks. Please join us in 
praying that this happens soon, to enable us to travel early in the new year. 
Please continue to pray for Helen's relationships at Patan Hospital and for 
God's protection of the staff there. 
Please pray for Angus as he begins to transition into his new role and seeks 
to understand the organisation and God's plans for it. That God would guide 
and equip him with everything he needs to do the job. 
With love 
Angus, Helen, Caleb, Charis and Esther 
 



 
Nuneaton & Bedworth – CAP – Prayer Update – Dec 2020 

Please pray for  Lois my area manager as she has her second child. My   
manager during her maternity leave is Phil Kershaw again which is great 
because I got to know him during the first maternity leave. 

Please give thanks for the 11 clients who became debt free in 2020.        
Especially give  thanks for a pensioner who wil be debt free for the first 
Christmas in three years. 

 Please Pray for the Case workers at Head Office who are struggling to keep 
up with preparing client budgets and advise at the moment, this used to 
take them 2 weeks after the Fact Find visit but is currently taking them 
three weeks or more. 

Please pray that in the New Year I will finally be able to meet a new couple 
who are in debt. He is having to work extra shifts at the moment for     
Christmas , which is great in terms of income but we have not yet managed 
to find a time when we can all meet up together. 

Please continue to pray for protection for the Food Bank team from     
Covid –19 or any other illness. We continue to be really busy with more 
than 8   clients on each session meaning we need the full team of 5 people 
to     manage the shift effectively  

 Please pray for all of my client who are struggling with Covid-19              
restrictions. Pray that they will be able to find some joy and peace this 
Christmas and in the new Year despite the pressure of debt and the issues 
in their lives which have caused the debts. 

Thanks for you prayers. Wishing you all peace and joy this Christmas 

and into the New Year. 

Terry Salter. Debt Centre Manager – Nuneaton & Bedworth  
 



For the month of January …. 

  Give thanks: 

 That we had the opportunity to celebrate Christmas whether in 
Church or in our homes and that we could give thanks and worship 
the God who sent His Son to our world as a baby to bring us light and 
life. 

 That God is always the same and gives us hope in uncertain and 
changing times. 

 For the friendships and support within the church family. 

 Let us pray for: 

 Healing and protection  for Jonathan, Catherine, Daniel and Ethan        
following their positive Covid tests   

 All in national and local governments who are making decisions 
affecting peoples’ lives during these times. 

 All who mourn the loss of those who have died. 

 Those who are ill or awaiting delayed medical appointments and  
procedures. 

 The vaccination programmes to be rolled out effectively. 

 The George Eliot Hospital to continue to cope with the number of 
Covid cases and for protection for all staff. 

 Our school heads, staff and pupils as the new term starts and they 
work out how to cope with new changes and regulations. 

Let us commit to praying  together for we are not victims of isolation but 
prayer  warriors  for the  Kingdom  Amen  

 



Prayer Walking at MCBC 

Our prayer walkers have been walking and praying around the Abbey Green 
area on a Sunday for several years now.  We have a faithful team of walkers 
who are on a rota, who faithfully set out in pairs to pray during the morning 
service.  

The team have regularly prayed for blessing and the protection of the       
residents of Abbey Green from evil influences, for the continuation and   
success of local businesses and for our witness as a church to individuals 
and families plus anything they feel they should pray about that they       
become aware of while they walk. 

We believe that God is working through our prayers, especially during     
recent months. Prayer walking has continued since the church building    
reopened for live streamed services in July and we feel that prayer is even 
more important for MCBC surrounding area during these Covid times. 

We need more people to join the rota in order to continue prayer walking 
each Sunday, especially as some of our team are taking a break as they have 
faithfully prayer walked every other Sunday since July!  

If you would like to take one of the blank slots below or join the team or just 
find out more please contact Roger or Pam Gadsby who would be pleased 
to explain more detail. 

At the moment this is how the rota looks for the next couple of months: 

3rd Jan – Roger and Pam                       7th Feb - 

10th Jan –                                                 14th Feb - 

17th Jan – Rick and Maggie                   28th Feb - 

24th Jan –  

31st Jan – Rick and Maggie 

 



How is Spring Harvest 2021 going to work? 

Minehead  6 - 10 April | 10-15 April 2021 

Skegness 5-9 April 2021 

We can still have a large number of incredible teachers in the room with 

us, but some speakers will join us on screen – which means we don’t have 

to rely on air travel, or special guests having to travel between the       

resorts. We’ll still be able to put questions to them and have their ‘live’ 

presence even if in two dimensions. 

We won’t be creating a large arena, but using existing and tented venues 

with fewer people in them. Key sessions will be repeated and also live 

streamed into a different venue, as well as on to your chalet TV. 

At the moment, we can only promise to accommodate residential guests. 

We aren’t able to commit to opening the doors of the event to those who 

stay off-resort We really hope this can change nearer the time and we’ll 

keep you posted on that. 

We learned lessons in 2020  and so we will be making a considerable 

amount of Spring Harvest 2021 ‘Unrivalled’ available to watch wherever 

you are, powered by the internet. 

Keep up to date on our plans  by checking out our website. 

https://springharvest.org/minehead


         An extract from The hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom 

     “A lesson in giving thanks in all circumstances “ 

   The Ten Boom family of Haarlem were watch makers by trade,  
they were also devoted Christians and Corrie and her sister Betsie 
were sent to a concentration camp for as punishment for  hiding 
Jews in their home during the Nazi occupation of Holland. 

Corries account of their arrival at Barracks 28 in North Berlin….. 

We lay back, struggling against the nausea that swept over us from the reeking 
straw. Suddenly I sat up, striking my head on the cross-slats above. Something had 
pinched my leg.” ‘Fleas!’ I cried. ’Betsie, the place is  swarming with them!’”   
‘Here! And here another one!’ I wailed. ‘Betsie, how can we live in such a place!’    
“‘Show us. Show us how.’ It was said so matter of factly it took me a second to  
realize she was praying. More and more the distinction between prayer and the 
rest of life seemed to be vanishing for Betsie. “‘Corrie!’ she said excitedly. ’He’s 
given us the answer!  before we asked, as He always does! In the Bible this     
morning. Where was it? Read that part again!  

“I glanced down the long dim aisle to make sure no guard was in sight, then drew 
the Bible from its pouch. ‘It was in First Thessalonians,’ I said, In the feeble light I 
turned the pages. ‘Here it is: “Comfort the frightened, help the weak, be patient 
with everyone. See that none of you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do 
good to one another and to all…’” “‘Go on,’ said Betsie. ‘That wasn’t all.’ 

“‘Oh yes:’…“Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all   circumstances; 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus.’” 

“‘That’s it, Corrie! That’s His answer. “Give thanks in all circumstances!” That’s 

what we can do. We can start right now to thank God for every  single thing about 

this new barracks!’ I stared at her; then around me at the dark, foul-aired room." 

'Such as?’ I said." 'Such as being assigned here together.' "I bit my lip. ‘Oh yes, Lord 

Jesus!”  “ Such as what you’re holding in your hands.’ I looked down at the Bible. 

“‘Yes! Thank You, dear Lord, that there was no inspection when we entered here! 

Thank You for all these women, here in this room, who will meet You in these   

pages.’ “‘Yes,’ said Betsie, ‘Thank You for the very crowding here. Since we’re 

packed so close, that many more will hear!’ She looked at me expectantly. ‘Corrie!’ 

she prodded. “‘Oh, all right. Thank You for the jammed, crammed, stuffed, packed 

suffocating crowds.’  “‘Thank You,’ Betsie went on serenely, ‘for the fleas and    for

–’“The fleas! This was too much. ‘Betsie, there’s no way even God can make me 

grateful for a flea.’ “Give thanks in all circumstances,’ she quoted. It doesn’t say, ‘in 

pleasant circumstances.’ Fleas are part of this place where God has put us.“ And so 



we stood between tiers of bunks and gave thanks for fleas. But this time I was sure 

Betsie was wrong.” 

Each evening  Betsie and I made our way to the rear of the dormitory room where 

we held our worship “service.” Around our own platform area there was not 

enough light to read the Bible, but back here a small light bulb cast a wan yellow 

circle on the wall, and here an ever larger group of women gathered. “They were 

services like no others, these times in Barracks 28.  “At first Betsie and I called these 

meetings with great timidity. But as night after night went by and no guard ever 

came near us, we grew bolder. So many now wanted to join us that we held a    

second service after evening roll call. There at roll call  we were under rigid         

surveillance, guards in their warm wool capes marching constantly up and down. It 

was the same in the centre room of the barracks: half a dozen guards or camp    

police always present. Yet in the large dormitory room there was almost no        

supervision at all. We did not understand it. 

“One evening I got back to the barracks late from a wood-gathering foray outside 

the walls. A light snow lay on the ground and it was hard to find the sticks and twigs 

with which a small stove was kept going in each room. Betsie was waiting for me, 

as always, so that we could wait through the food line together. Her eyes were 

twinkling "You're looking extraordinarily pleased with yourself,’ I told her." 'You 

know, we’ve never understood why we had so much freedom in the big room,’ she 

said. ‘Well–I’ve found out.’ 

“That afternoon, she said, there’d been confusion in her knitting group about sock 

sizes and they’d asked the supervisor to come and settle it.“But she wouldn’t. She 

wouldn’t step through the door and neither would the guards. And you know 

why?” “Betsie could not keep the triumph from her voice: ‘Because of the fleas! 

That’s what she said, “That place is crawling with fleas!’” 

“My mind rushed back to our first hour in this place. I remembered Betsie’s bowed 

head, remembered her thanks to God for creatures I could see no use for.” 

Barracks 28  was known as “the crazy place where women have hope.” And hope 

they had—a living hope.  Hope in the midst of darkness. Hope in the midst of      

persecution.  Hope in the midst of unimaginable evils. Many women in Barracks 28 

knew and believed (as Corrie put it) that “there is no pit so deep that His [God’s] 

love is not deeper still.”     Romans 8: 35, 37  



  

 

 

 

Church members meeting  

Thursday 21st January 7.45pm  

Physical attendance will depend on Covid restrictions 

at the time but it is expected it  will take place via 

zoom ( details will be emailed out nearer the date ) 

Twice monthly prayer meeting 

Thursday 7th & 28th January  7.30pm 

Meeting ID for zoom :  413 697 2521 

Free "Kick Start" Coffee Morning & Cake  

11am till 12 noon on 1st Monday of each month 

                                         Future dates proposed ( Covid  tiers permitting) 

Mon 4th Jan 'A healthy you'   

   Mon 1st Feb 'Lifting financial pressure' 

Mon 1st Mar 'Making your money go further' 

 

Max of 10 people due to social distancing so please book by call or text to    

07890 592985 or E mail - terrysalter@capuk.org 

mailto:terrysalter@capuk.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God willing, we are planning for a Convention in Keswick in 2021, but           

recognise that there may still be Covid related constraints. Please keep an 

eye on our website and newsletters for updates. 

  A packed programme to encourage you in your walk with God takes place 

in the mornings and evenings, while the afternoons are free so you can have 

space to reflect on God’s Word and enjoy all that Keswick and the surround-

ing area offers. 

The theme is Faithful...Because God is faithful, we can trust him. Because 

God is faithful, we are to be faithful, too. In our relationship with him, and in 

our relationships with others. So we pray at the 2021 Convention that the 

LORD will give us a fresh vision of and delight in the faithful God, and inspire 

and equip us to be faithful as we live for Him.  



 

 

All services will be available on U tube and Facebook  

News update on plans for New Wine 2021 

New Wine's National Leader, Rev Paul Harcourt has announced that the  

popular Christian conference New Wine has been cancelled once again due 

to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic. 

 The 'United' gatherings were due to be held in July 2021.  “March 2021 is 

when we would need to make major decisions on contracts, but we know 

now that the situation in the UK event industry will not have changed     

sufficiently by then for us to legally, safely and realistically run an event of 

the size and complexity of United.” 

The revised plan is for:  

6-day digital United event from Thursday 29 July – Tuesday 3 August 2021. 

Plus : alongside our United Digital event we’re now also planning to gather 

together for two 5-day camping opportunities with limited numbers . 

East of England Showground  

 1 - Saturday 24th July - Wednesday 28th July 2021  

2 - Thursday 29th July - Monday 2nd August 2021  

The United Elements events will also form part of the United Digital         

programme, so that we can be united with so many more than we can    

accommodate on the campsite.  

Bookings will open in mid-January – more info coming soon!  

Check out you tube :       https://youtu.be/BU_v2xxiKCY 


