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The Office is closed at present  
 

Foodbank and Church open for 
private prayer 

WE HAVE 5 CORE VALUES: 
 WORSHIPPING 
 Jesus at the centre 
 DISCIPLING 
 Every member growing 
 MINISTERING 
 Everyone using their gifts 
 BUILDING COMMUNITY 
 Open, honest relationships 
 REACHING OUT 
 Reaching out into the 
 community 

Please let me have contributions 

for April magazine by  27th March  

latest  

Yvonne.mead@mcbc.org.uk  

Catherine and I have been 

asked by New Wine to lead 

one of 24 half hour sessions 

on the 15th March to help the 

church leaders around the 

country to prepare for their 

conference the following two days.  As you might 

imagine this is both a privilege and a challenge.  

After all, how can we help established leaders 

prepare to encounter God? 

As we have given it thought we have found 

ourselves reading the words of Joshua on the banks 

of the Jordan: “Consecrate yourselves, for 

tomorrow the Lord will do amazing things among 

you.” 

It is possible that the Israelites who had wandered 

the desert for nearly 40 years under the guidance of 

Moses had had enough.  They were tired maybe, fed 

up with wilderness and manna and quail.  Perhaps 

there were some who complained about the way 

Moses had led, or perhaps complained that Joshua 

wasn’t Moses and they preferred the old ways.  We 

don’t know of course, but we do know what human 

beings are like and there’s always some isn’t there.  

Whatever the situation they found themselves in, 

Joshua walked among them saying “Consecrate 

yourselves”, make yourselves holy, dedicated to 

God, set apart for God, and tomorrow God will do 

amazing incredible things that will blow your mind. 

To consecrate ourselves requires humility to accept 

that we are not perfect, no matter how convinced 

we might be that our view, way, theology or 

doctrine is right.  It requires us to come before God 

and admit that we haven’t even managed to be the 



 

people we’d like to be let alone the people that God wanted us to be.  It demands 

confession from us.  Not a general “sorry I’ve sinned” but a genuine recognition of 

specifics and a turning from them.   

How would you feel if I said now: Consecrate yourselves sisters and brothers, 

confess your sins, dedicate yourself totally to God, setting yourself apart from the 

things of this world that tempt us away from time with Jesus, BECAUSE tomorrow 

God is going to do something utterly astonishing?  Some I am sure would ignore the 

call, maybe they wouldn’t believe the promise, or they couldn’t be bothered to 

make the effort.  But others and I hope the majority of you would make some effort 

in the direction of consecration. 

This Lent is like no other we have ever had.  This Lent doesn’t only lead us toward 

the Easter experience but this year it also leads us toward the end of lockdown and 

the lifting of restrictions and a return to … normal?  Is that what we really want?  

Was what it was like really so good or have we seen during this time a glimpse of 

how things might be different and exciting?  Many church leaders all over the 

country are saying they feel that God is about to do something new, different and 

exciting, but they also all admit they don’t know what it is or what it will look like. 

This month of March as we approach Easter and hopefully the end of a pandemic, 

let us consecrate ourselves because tomorrow God is going to do something that 

will knock your socks off! 

Jonathan 

There are now more ways than ever we can connect as a church family... 

 

 

 

And now MCBC is also on   Just search MCBC.nuneaton 



Work has begun on a double decker bus to turn it into a Message Bus for the 

young people of Warwick and the surrounding areas.  

Message Buses are part of The Message  a UK Christian charity that             

delivers work in schools, creates Christian youth resources and supports local 

churches with mission and evangelism training. Message Buses are state of 

the art mobile youth centers that work across the UK. This new bus will be the 

first Message Bus in the  Midlands. 

Together for Change  obtained funding through the Warwick Churches Team 

and King Henry 8th Trust, to give a grant to the  Message Trust which has    

enabled the Message Bus to be commissioned. The bus will be based in    

Warwick and used to support young people in that area, but it can also be 

hired out across the diocese when it is free, with the main objective being to 

launch new Christian youth groups and support existing youth groups and 

schools work. The bus can accommodate up to 30 young people from a    

classroom - giving ample space for learning.  

The bus is currently being stripped out 

and prepared for the installation of state 

of the art technologies including; Xboxes, 

karaoke machines, plasma screens, iPads 

and also a kitchen that will serve hot food. 

There will also be an outdoor space with 

seating,  outdoor plasma screens, a  parasol and food hatch.  

https://togetherforchange.org.uk/


 

 

A full time Youth  Evangelist/Bus Manager has also been funded to enable the bus 

to run and deliver quality youth provision. This person will be responsible for raising 

volunteers and additional bus drivers who can facilitate the vision of the bus youth 

ministry.  

CEO of Together for Change, Jet Jones says; 

"The Message Trust have a long history of working with the most disadvantaged 

young people and engaging them with exciting presentations on the gospel of Jesus 

and we are looking forward to partnering with them. Watch this space for more  

updates on this exciting project!" 

                       

Saints refurbishment update       

Over the past few weeks we have had 

some brand new 'house lights' put into the main hall! 

This takes us another step towards making the main hall 

functional and safe for public use.  

The crumbling concrete steps in the 

internal stairwell have had a makeover too - they are now 

clad in a lovely warm colored wood. 

It has been a strange time for the team with the building 

being so quiet, and we miss seeing all of your lovely faces! 

We look forward to the future, when we are able to be 

back and thriving again.  

 

But in the meantime, stay safe, and we will see you again soon!  



 

Ed and Greg run for TLG 

(Ed Foster & Greg Orzech) 

Running 400km during Lent for  Transforming 

Lives for Good (TLG) because so many children 

need our support. 

Our story 

TLG are a terrific charity that Greg and I have     

supported for a number of years. Greg and I met as volunteers in the TLG Café 

at the New Wine  conference in 2019. Greg has continued to volunteer at TLG 

events and I have  coordinated the TLG Box of Hope initiative at my church 

since June last year, reaching out to our local  community during a time of 

great need.  

TLG do a terrific amount of good work, both through their Education Centres 

and through initiatives that run in partnership with local churches such as                

Early Intervention, Make Lunch and now Boxes of Hope. 

Please give what you can to support TLG as Greg and I give up our rest time             

during Lent to run 400km (249 miles)!!! We will start running on Ash    

Wednesday 17th February 2021. 

Thank you. 

Greg is posting daily updates on his Facebook page ! 

If you would like to support them go to their Justgiving page : 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ed-greg-tlg 



 

 

 



 
 

“Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples”(Luke 11:1) 

I'm on a journey of relearning how to pray. 

My main way of connecting with God has always been through song, 
worshipping him, singing my prayers, even singing his word. Then, 
last year, I had an infection that left me with vocal pain, and the 
singing had to stop. I was all at sea! The challenges of the              
pandemic meant my roots needed to go deeper, and yet my main 
way of connecting with God had gone.    

Yet, God has been using this to pull me into new paths of discovering 
him. I stopped grieving over what I'd lost and started to experiment. 
I tried praying and singing in my head, but would just fall asleep. So, 
I've started prayer walking. I get easily distracted, so to help me     
focus, I've been using acronyms I can pray through. One has been 
TRUST: 

Thanking God for his presence with me 

Asking for more revelation from his word 

Praying that he would use me for his glory 

Seeking strength from him 

Asking him to teach me his ways 

How might God be using your current circumstances to draw you 
into new ways of praying and seeking him in this season? 

Lynne Paterson ( Lynne overseas prayer at Tearfund) 

 



  Prayer points for  the month of March ... 

 Let’s be prayerful for one another to find new and deeper ways 
to connect with God. 

 Let’s be thankful for the successful rollout of the vaccine      
programme and the prospect that as more people are            
vaccinated the more protected from Covid-19 we all become. 

 Let’s be thankful for all those people who have continued to 
work and serve us through recent months, and now particularly 
pray for a chance for rest and refreshment for those who are 
now feeling exhausted both mentally and physically. 

 Let’s be thankful that we have a ‘road map’ out of lockdown 
and pray that we might all have patience to work through it 
without increasing the level of risk to others. 

 Let’s be thankful to God for watching over our church family. 

 Let’s be thankful to those working towards safely opening up 
our church building more, to enable us to have services there 
and also live-streamed to those unable to be there physically. 

 Let us remember to pray for ongoing protection and blessing 
for our leadership as they meet together on 11th March. 



 I am sure you are aware that one of the 
effects of the Covid pandemic has been on 
levels of unemployment. 

National figures tell us that the UK          
unemployment rate in the 3 months to Dec 
’20 was estimated at 5.1%  which is a rise 

on previous figures. The   redundancy rate in the same period was           
estimated at 12.3 people per 1000 employees. 

Figures for Nuneaton and Bedworth are usually significantly higher than the 
national figures, and in common with other areas, has seen an increase in 
youth unemployment. 

These figures are likely to increase over the coming months as furlough 
comes to an end and the real impact of the pandemic on the economy,  
becomes clear. As a church we want to support our local community, and 
are committed to praying for it’s health, whether that is physical, economic 
or spiritual and also by the church ministries we provide. 

During the pandemic our Food Bank has been able continue to practically 
help those who come to our doors in need. 

Our Christians Against Poverty Debt Centre will be celebrating it’s 10th     
anniversary this year and has helped many people who have found      
themselves in debt. CAP also support the running of Job Clubs which aim to 
give people the tools, skills and confidence to step back into employment 
through a combination of practical and emotional support. 

At the church meeting on 18th March a proposal will be brought for         
discussion by the members that we have a CAP Job Club running alongside 
our Food Bank at MCBC. If this is approved we would be looking to appoint 
a voluntary manager and voluntary coaches to run this service, possibly 
from Sept 21. 

Please would you be praying about this possibility for the church, as an   
extension to our food bank ministry. 

Do you have a heart for those who are unemployed to find employment 
and a sense of worth again?  

If prior to the church meeting approval, you would like to express an       
interest or just find out more please contact Pam Gadsby who would be 
pleased to speak to you.  



In the words of the song  “there are more questions than answers” 

Each Sunday morning  up to Easter we are working our way 

through the book of Mark, maybe as you listen each week  it raises 

questions that you would like  answered? 

“what is Christianity?” 

What is the “good news” 

“Who is Jesus ?” 

“ Does my life really matter to God” 

All kinds of people explore Christianity, if you are interested in   

finding out the answers to these and your own questions, why not 

join in the conversation, it will be on Zoom one evening a week   for 

a few weeks.   Together we can  chat, watch a video and listen to 

some real life stories from people who have also gone on this   

journey.  

Maybe you know someone who has been asking you questions that 

you are struggling to answer...just signpost them to this course . 

Details to be arranged, please contact Jonathan Bugg if you would 

like to register your interest. 

Pastor@mcbc.org.uk 

 



The Vine in Hinckley is our nearest Christian bookshop, they are   currently 
closed but are operating a  postal service or  a click and  collect service  
every Tuesday. 

News from The Vine - Lent begins on 17th Feb and we have a   number of 
devotional books for lent in stock - see the gallery page of our website for 

details www.thevinehinckley.org.uk/gallery.  
 

Two of the titles are aimed at families, most are divided into 40-day      
studies. If you would like to purchase one by collection or delivery, please 
get in touch by email (thevinehinckley@hotmail.co.uk).  

 
Please also feel free to contact us if you would like more information on 
any of these titles. If you would like a title that we don't have in stock, we 
will be happy to order it for you if you contact us. 

 
We also have the new Bible study notes from CWR for March/April (Every 
Day with Jesus, Life Every Day and Inspiring Women Every Day).  Whether 
you usually take these notes or would like to start please email or phone 

(01455 612345) to arrange collection or delivery . 

 
We are also well stocked with  Palm crosses and  Easter card packs are on 
the web site gallery page, plus Mothers day cards.  
 
Following the recent government announcement we are hoping to open on 
April 12th when we look forward to welcoming you to our lovely outside 
space for coffee shop service ( weather permitting !) 
God Bless 

Jessica Harrison  ( Manager) 

The Vine Christian Bookshop 
The Borough 

Hinckley 
Leicestershire 

LE10 1NL 

http://www.thevinehinckley.org.uk/gallery
mailto:thevinehinckley@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Lucas paints a witty  and self deprecating view on his early Christian walk  
which he began over 40 years ago.  

This book is full of wry humour, reflectiveness , honest and spirit lifting. It is 
also  funny, down to earth and yet also in his “wonderings” quite profound. 
Jeff is thought provoking and entertaining but at the same time very relevant  
to the world we live in. Here is a man not afraid to say it as it is! 

Each of the 31 bite size chapter starts the same way I wish I’d known….  (Here 
is a taster.)  “when I became a Christian I was ecstatic, relieved to be forgiven 
for my teenage sins and enthralled to be part of a warm loving church        
community that literally opened its arms  to me, I was very glad to be home. 
But my joy was matched by anxiety. Home I was, but it was a new home, and I 
didn't know how to find anything. Suddenly I was surrounded by people who 
were utterly passionate about their faith. They didn't just have a mild dash of       
religion, vague faith that appeared on Sundays and made a token appearance 
at Easter and Christmas. Christianity was not an add-on,  they talked             
animatedly about a God who was busy at work in their every day humdrum. It 
was He who provided the car parking space from no where  and He spoke to 
them quite a lot. I wanted to be like them I wanted their confidence and      
certainty and their crystal clear hotline to God. I thought that one day I would 
pass through a spiritual sound barrier and, I would understand, know God 
more, find praying easier  and be impervious to temptations. But in the     
meantime I felt like a man in a clapped out Reliant Robin at a Ferrari             
convention. I felt lost there was so much I had to learn, and I didn't know then 
that Life itself with all its ups and downs, is the classroom. Our everyday is the 
academy. Wisdom takes time to develop– a lifetime. What matters is that we 
learn from our wrong turns and mistakes, and continue to grow.                          
I wish I’d known...that   maturity takes a while.” 

Book review 

If you want to walk on water, consider 

STAYING IN THE BOAT ( and other 

things I wish I’d known) 

By Jeff Lucas 



 

New wine March Leadership Conference  “ Beyond The Storm” 

Would like to invite you  to a free Evening Celebration  

With worship and guest speaker Stephen Foster on “ How to lead with 

joy” ( open to all via YouTube) 

Monday 15th March at 7.45pm 

Just prior to the Covid-19 outbreak we had planned to open our 
doors for a long weekend of 24 hour a day prayer.  That sadly   
couldn't then happen, and again this year our doors must remain 
closed.  

 But that does not mean we cannot come together through prayer, 
and so we are inviting you this year to join with us from Maundy 
Thursday through to Good Friday for 24 hours of prayer, reflection 
on the year and celebration. 

Prayer & reflection resources are  available on the MCBC website. 

Please email Jonathan on Pastor@mcbc.org.uk to let him know you 
are interested in one of the 24hour timeslots. 

If you have a testimony on what has been happening between you 

and God this last year, ways you feel He has challenged, comforted, 

or changed you, please drop a line to Jonathan ( your testimony can 

be anonymous if you wish) 

 



 

 

 

Church Services are Online only at present 

            Sunday’s at  11.00am : Ways to watch: 

   Live stream on MCBC Youtube channel  : simply go to the Youtube 
site and enter MCBC Nuneaton in the search box then click on    
subscribe, all the recent services will be available  

 Watch live on Facebook : search for MCBC Nuneaton 

Please join us for our new format  monthly  Worship and Prayer 

meetings  

 

There will be an opportunity to come together in a 

time of worship from 7.00-7.30pm 

This will then lead into a time of prayer from 

7.30pm  

Dates are  4th & 25th March  

                                                  Zoom Church members meeting 

                                             Thursday 18th March   7.45pm 

             Sunday 14th March                            



 

 

All services will be available on U tube and Facebook  

 

 

Full steam ahead! 

Monday's news of a roadmap out of lockdown was met with huge           

excitement here at New Wine.  Our United Elements event was already 

designed to meet the criteria for Step 3 (17th May on the roadmap), so 

even with slippage, we’re confident we can gather as planned at the end 

of July.  

WHAT IS UNITED ELEMENTS? 

United Elements is an opportunity to gather for one of two 5-day camping 

events at the Peterborough showground. It is a hybrid event (a physical 

gathering as well as an online event), and tickets for digital access will go 

on sale separately in April.    

East of England Showground  

 1 - Saturday 24th July - Wednesday 28th July 2021  

2 - Thursday 29th July - Monday 2nd August 2021  

Numbers will be limited to 4,000 attendee’s for each event. 

So that no-one misses out we will also be offering this as an online event . 

 6-day digital United event from Thursday 29 July – Tuesday 3 August 

2021. 

For further details and to book – before 30 March - go to  

new-wine.org/United21.  

https://breaksout.new-wine.org/united-21/

