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Pastor: 
Rev Jonathan Bugg 
His day off is Friday 

Contact:  
Pastor@mcbc.org.uk 

The Office is closed at present  
 

Foodbank and Church open for 
private prayer 

Monday & Thursday 
10.30-12.00 

WE HAVE 5 CORE VALUES: 
 WORSHIPPING 
 Jesus at the centre 
 DISCIPLING 
 Every member growing 
 MINISTERING 
 Everyone using their gifts 
 BUILDING COMMUNITY 
 Open, honest relationships 
 REACHING OUT 
 Reaching out into the 
 community 

Please let me have contributions 

for May  magazine by  27th April 

latest  

Yvonne.mead@mcbc.org.uk  

 

This year the month of April 

occupies the largest portion of 

that period in the church 

calendar called (unsurprisingly 

maybe) Easter.  It is the time between Easter and 

Pentecost when we celebrate the coming of the 

Holy Spirit upon the disciples and the start of the 

church as we know it. 

However, if we were to look at the time line of 

events we would see that first the Disciples had 

been devastated by the execution of their master 

and messiah.  They reeled from the shock and the 

loss.  The Saturday before Easter (known as Holy 

Saturday) was a time when the followers of Jesus 

had lost everything that had given meaning to their 

lives.  They must have felt dreadful.  Anyone who 

has lost someone special to them will know that 

sense of emptiness that is so often found in grief.  

That feeling a bit like knowing there was something 

really important that had to be done but you just 

can’t remember what it is.  Disoriented, empty and 

sick to the pit of their stomachs. 

Then came the joy of Easter Morning and the days 

that followed: Jesus risen from the dead appeared 

to them and proved that what he had taught was 

the truth. Great news except there was a “but”.   

Don’t leave the city. Don’t go anywhere until the gift 



 

I have promised is poured out on you. We have been spoiled by knowing the story 

so well that we know this happened at Pentecost which was about 40 days after 

Easter, but they didn’t.  They just knew that until this gift arrived they were to wait, 

and while they waited they prayed. 

When the Holy Spirit came upon them it was the beginning of something new.  Life 

looked similar, and they still missed Jesus, yet they also had this incredible 

experience of the Holy Spirit giving life a new dynamic they had not had before. 

The last year of covid restrictions has been a bit like a long Good Friday (although 

not like the film of the same name I hope). We have lost much in the way of 

freedom and relationships and fellowship.  Some have lost loved ones and were not 

even able to say goodbye as they would have wished.   

Recently we have been given the roadmap out of restrictions and it feels a bit like 

Holy Saturday. We still have the sense of loss and disorientation, but life is 

wobbling back toward the practice of normal. 

When we first get to hold our loved ones we haven’t seen for so long, meet with 

friends and laugh as we haven’t been able to for so long, it will feel a bit like Easter 

Sunday.  The good news will be starting to impact our lives, the sense of liberation 

will begin to be tangible.  But still we have a way to go before the “New Normal” 

without those we have lost, but with a renewed purpose and hopefully power is 

fully established. 

The church was born out of these experiences, and just before it emerged into the 

world it was fed with constant prayer.  Let us seek to feed our future with prayer, 

let us hope to emerge from lockdown as new creations, like Jesus we will still bear 

the scars of what has gone before, but like the disciples at Pentecost we can have a 

power like never before if we only wait and pray. 



 

 

Notes from the  Church meeting held on zoom on 18th March 2021  

(These are the editors notes only and do not replace the minutes that will be  

distributed as usual) 

We were asked to  be thinking and praying for 

who to nominate in the upcoming Deacons  

elections in July. There will be 5 vacancies. We 

were also reminded that we celebrate being a 

diverse body of people at MCBC and it would be 

good to reflect that  diversity and give it a voice 

within  our leadership team. 

 

Terry presented the finances and the proposed 

budget was agreed. 

 

Roy advised that a number  of Architect firms  

had been approached for quotes for the       

Toilet Project to enable us to get accurate 

costs, one has now been appointed. 

 

The BU are no longer recommending closure 

and so we are looking at having our first live 

church service on Easter Sunday,  following 

current guidance and using a pre booking 

service.  bookings@mcbc.org.uk   



 

 

Pam outlined the proposed plan to run a CAP Job club alongside 

Food bank  and outlined that they are looking to recruit a      

Manager and 2 coaches . The posts will be voluntary and training 

will be given.  

The Club would offer  an 8 week course on job applications, 

strength and weakness plus writing a CV etc.  The club would also 

offer a relaxing place for people to meet and receive support and encouragement.  

Church members meetings  for the year  

The remaining dates for 2021 are  
20th   May  :  15th July:  16th September :         

18th November  

The  Annual General  Meeting  will be  at 7.45pm on 
Thursday on the 16th September 

 
 

Physical attendance will depend on Covid restrictions at the time and if     

necessary meetings will continue to take place via zoom ( details will be 

emailed out nearer the date ) 

April 15th  Deacons Prayer  Meeting    April 29th  Deacons business meeting 

Please pray for protection, wisdom and strength for our leadership team as 

they meet this month. That as they submit themselves to His leading, God 

would guide them by His spirit in their decisions .  

 



 

What is The Big Church Read? 

It’s churches, organisations or individuals committing to read through a chosen 
book together at a chosen time, meeting in small groups either in person or 
online to talk about what they’ve read.  ( for more info check out             
https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/) 
 
How does it work? 

We’ll send you a reading plan which means you’ll be able to read through the 
book as a group over a 4 to 8-week period. Each week during the Big Church 
Read, we’ll  release an exclusive video on our website (click here) where the 
author of the chosen book will talk you through the themes in that week’s   
section. You can either meet as a group to watch this together and then      
discuss the chapters you’ve already read, using the video as a reminder, or be 
inspired by the video to read the chosen sections in the week ahead so that 
you can meet again the following week to discuss. It doesn’t matter, the      
important thing is that you read through the book at a set time each week, 
and meet to discuss it with others. We’ll provide some questions to get you 
started in our free downloadable resource pack. Get your free resources here! 
When does it happen? 

The  Big Church Read runs three times a year and we announce the dates on 

this website. You can either join in live with us as we read through the book 

together —  or start at any point once the video and resource  material is 

live.The 2nd Big Church read runs from 17th February for 6 weeks  

Is there a charge to take part? 

No. Aside from getting hold of a copy of the book, taking part in the Big Church 

Read is completely free – all of the content and resource material to support 

you in reading through the book is provided directly to you once you let us 

know you’re taking part. 

https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/
https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/watch/
https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/join-in/


This months book is ... 

Singing in Babylon by Jeff Lucas 

Finding purpose in life's second choices  

This exceptionally timely book explores what it looks like to 

live with second choices– events and circumstances that 

they  would not choose, some trivial, some tragic. 

Jeff  uses the life of Daniel, a man whose life was filled with second choices to 

explore this. Daniel, taken at a young age from the life he knew, exiled in a 

foreign country, living in a foreign culture and expected to follow the pagan 

customs of the land, but he did more that survive he thrived . How can we 

like Daniel be faithful in the “Babylon” of second choices.  

Down to earth but inspirational “Singing in Babylon” explores how we like 

Daniel can find purpose and meaning in life's second choices. 

 

Please continue to keep Rena Fisher in your prayers. Following discharge 

from hospital she is feeling more settled and is appreciating the care she is 

receiving  at Bentley House. Unfortunately  Rena has not been able to see or 

speak to people  until recently when Trina visited as her “official “ visitor and    

managed to sort out a telephone for her. 

Rena now has a working phone and would be happy for people to phone her 

for a chat,  if you wish to contact her just telephone Bentley House 

01827711740 and reception will put you through to her. Cards and letters  

can be sent c/o Bentley House , Twenty One Oaks, Bentley, Atherstone      

CV9 2HQ 

  

 



 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Easter prayer  

Loving lord  

Today we remember 

The veil of darkness transforming to the brightest light 

The most dreadful end 

Becoming the most beautiful beginning 

We remember with trembling hearts the depths of    

despair  

Fading to reveal hope everlasting 

The curse of death defeated by eternal life 

Today we remember with thankfulness 

Your willingness to be pierced for our sins  

We sing with abounding joy 

Of your miraculous rise from deaths tomb 

To resplendent life  

Thank you for the promise of heaven  

And your generous invitation of eternal life for all 

Amen   

 



Prayer points for  the month of April 

 Pray that we all may know the Risen Power of Jesus in our lives as we 

celebrate Easter. 

 Thank God that we are opening the church for live and streamed 
worship from the sanctuary on Easter Sunday. Pray that we may then 
be able to continue this each Sunday. 

 
 Pray that God would help us to keep the church building Covid      

secure  - keeping to the safeguards that have to be in place for the 
safety of all attending. 

 
 Thank God for all those with the technical skills to enable services to 

happen and to those who have offered to be trained to operate the 
sound and filming at each service. 

 
 Thank you for our worship teams who spend time in rehearsing and 

will lead us each Sunday. 
 
 Thank you for Rachel and the Ignition team who are preparing and 

delivering materials for the children at home and also leading zoom 
times together.   

 
 Pray for Jonathan as he starts to preach from the church and thank 

you for him, Catherine, Ethan and Daniel, praying that they will all 
know God's blessing and empowering. 

 
 Thank you that we can look forward to the easing of some              

restrictions and seeing friends and family again. 

 



Great news, filming of season 2 of The Chosen is now complete and just 
needs the final editing before release. To save a long wait each episode will 
be released as soon as it is ready...Episode 1 of season 2 will be 
livestreamed on YouTube on 4th April Easter Sunday ! 

If you have not yet heard about  the Chosen then here is a quick overview. 

The Chosen is similar to Risen , the excellent faith -based film that followed 
a Roman military tribune as he encounters the risen Christ. Like that 2016 
movie, The Chosen tells stories of radical transformation. But unlike Risen 
which used a fictional character as its main character The Chosen spotlights 
the real-life men and women who knew Jesus. 
 It is the first multi-season series about the life of Christ, and because the 

makers are not confined to trying to fit the gospel into 2 hours they have 

the luxury of looking at characters in depth, exploring their back story.  

With The Chosen, you see your own flaws and struggles in the characters. 
You watch them search for purpose, pre-Jesus. You see their lives         
transformed, post-Jesus. It’s a testimony every Christian can share.    
If you can see Jesus through the eyes of those who actually encountered 
Him, and can actually identify with these people, then you can perhaps be 
changed and impacted in the same way that they were. You're saying, ‘OK, I 
can identify with the struggle. And therefore I can identify with the victory.’ 
And it makes it that much more powerful.” 
To watch season 1 absolutely free just go to www.thechosen.tv/app or 
search "The Chosen" in your Apple or Android app store. From the app, you 
can stream to your TV using another device, such as Roku, Apple TV, Fire 
TV, Android TV, Chromecast, etc  

For a taster search The chosen on Facebook  or their YouTube channel 

 

https://www.crosswalk.com/culture/movies/risen-movie-review.html
http://www.thechosen.tv/app


CAP JOB CLUB  

The recent Church Meeting gave its agreement for a CAP Job Club to       
operate at MCBC which would aim to work alongside Food  

In order to run this we would need to appoint a voluntary manager working 
around 6 – 8 hours/week and at least 2 voluntary coaches working around 
2/3 hours/week. These people would be trained by CAP to offer 8 session 
courses, 1:1 coaching alongside the course and offering those who are part 
of the club a relaxed place where they feel supported and  encouraged. The 
Job Club would be a place where it’s members receive expert practical   
support, friendship, emotional support and a sense of hope and be a place 
where the love of God is demonstrated and shared.  

As a church we are committed to praying for and supporting our local area 
and are very aware that the Covid pandemic will have had an adverse 
effect on local businesses and levels of employment. Therefore having a 
Job Club at MCBC would be part of our ministry to those around us.  

The next CAP training for the voluntary posts will be in November with a 
closing date for applications in September meaning we have time now to 
be seriously praying about this venture.  

I want to ask you to please be praying about starting a Job Club at MCBC – 
when would be the right time to start the Club? - who are the right people 
to run it? Pray that God would be prompting the right people, those who 
have a heart for the unemployed to find employment and a sense of worth 
again to find out more.    Pam Gadsby  



In the words of the song  “there are more questions than answers” 

Each Sunday morning  up to Easter we are working our way 

through the book of Mark, maybe as you listen each week  it raises 

questions that you would like  answered? 

“what is Christianity?” 

What is the “good news” 

“Who is Jesus ?” 

“ Does my life really matter to God” 

All kinds of people explore Christianity, if you are interested in   

finding out the answers to these and your own questions, why not 

join in the conversation, it will be on Zoom one evening a week   for 

a few weeks.   Together we can  chat, watch a video and listen to 

some real life stories from people who have also gone on this   

journey.  

Maybe you know someone who has been asking you questions that 

you are struggling to answer...just signpost them to this course . 

Details to be arranged, please contact Jonathan Bugg if you would 

like to register your interest. 

Pastor@mcbc.org.uk 

 



Please join us for our twice monthly    

Worship and Prayer meetings on Zoom  

There will be an opportunity to come together 

in a time of worship from 7.00-7.30pm 

This will then lead into a time of prayer from 

7.30pm  

Dates are  1st  &  22nd April   

 

1st April  

24 hour  prayer from 8.00pm Maundy Thursday 

to  8.00pm Good Friday  

 

2nd April Good Friday Tenebrae service  

8.00pm on Zoom  

 

 

4th April Easter Sunday Service  

10.45pm  Live service and live stream  

 



The church has never stopped being church 

we  just found  new ways of being together. 

 But at last we can celebrate that the church   

building can reopen, albeit for the present time in 

a different way. 

So how will it work? 

Small groups can meet in church from Easter Sunday If you would like to 

attend a service your place  will have to be pre-booked by emailing the 

booking line  bookings@mcbc.org.uk  stating who you are and how many 

people are in your party ( plus if you are in a bubble). If you do not receive a 

confirmation email or phone call by Friday evening then you will not be able 

to attend, but will be given priority when you rebook the next week. 

What you can expect on Sunday morning’s  

If you are successful in booking a place please do not arrive too early as the 

doors will not open until 10 minutes before the service is due to start. 

There will be 2m marking to help you to queue safely. 

If you have any symptoms of Covid 19 please let us know you 

will not be coming, this way we can re-allocate your place and 

more importantly   include you in our prayers. 

Once you enter the building you will be asked to sanitise your 

hands  and then go directly to the seat allocated to you.         

 

       You must wear a facemask   



 

Any children attending must stay with you throughout 

the service as children's groups are not running. Could 

you also bring any toys books etc as we are not able to 

provide them. 

 

In line with guidance doors and windows will be open 

so if it’s a cold day do be prepared and wrap up warm. 

 

11.00am  Praying for God’s kingdom to come in our  

local community Prayer walkers will meet outside the 

church ready for a socially distanced prayer walk during 

the  service. 

10.45am  The service will start :                                                                         

There will be a  music band to provide live worship as  

part of the service but unfortunately we are unable to 

join in with sung worship.  

As we have been reaching on average 233 people a week 

through our live streams and now have the technology,  

we will now be livestreaming the entire service from the 

church building. 

 

Once the service is over people will be asked to leave in 

order from the back row first. 



 

 

All services will be available on U 

S  

T 

A 

Y 

S 

A 

F 

E 

Say you want to come to a   

Sunday service  by pre booking  

Turn up only if successful in booking 

Always maintain  2m distance and                   

Antibac your hands 

You must sit where allocated  

 

Strictly no singing , doors and                  

windows will be open for ventilation  

Always give priority to visitors  

Fellowship at a distance  

Facemasks must be work  

Enjoy the service and exit safely  


