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The story goes that one 

night in 1888 Mr Gough of 

Cheddar did as he often 

did.  He came home from 

work, had dinner with his family and then as 

they went to bed he set off into the caves of 

Cheddar gorge to “push” the cave.  Push is a 

caver’s way of saying, take your life in your 

hands and explore where no-one has ever been 

before.  This particular evening having 

completed the task of shifting several tons of 

rock he finally broke through into what became 

known as Cathedral Cavern.  Struck by the 

overwhelming beauty of what he saw, his 

immediate response was to crawl out, head 

home, wake his wife and children urging them 

to dress and go back into the cave with him.  

Amazingly they trusted and followed him!  

When the family gathered in Cathedral Cavern 

and saw the sheer wonder of God’s unseen 

handiwork by the light of their candles they 

sang hymns of worship. 

Being a worshipper of God and a caver this 

story has always stuck with me.  I can imagine 

however the reaction I might get upon waking 

my wife and children in the middle of the night 

saying “let’s go caving, you’ve got to see this!”  

Yet I also know the sense of awe that most 

people have in response to such beauty 

(claustrophobia, fear of dying under large 



 

amounts of rock or drowning and freezing lost underground permitting). 

As we continue to journey together looking at the characteristics of a 

disciple or apprentice of Jesus, this story seemed the one to tell.  Following 

Jesus is sometimes hard graft through difficult areas of life.  Sometimes the 

things we deal with scare us, or at least threaten us and it would be too 

easy to give up and head back to a place of comfort and safety.  But the 

reward of a faithful apprenticeship is that discovery every now and then 

that shouts loudly of the sheer wonder and grace of God. 

As we will have looked at in my sermon on Acts 10 (May 2nd) we also have a 

choice to make in whether we react or respond.  Our reaction is often the 

animal instinct to defend and protect.  The call to get out of a comfortable 

bed, go into a cold scary cave in the middle of the night could 

understandably be met with the reaction of “Are you mad?”  But when we 

consider who we follow, who it is calling us to do something outside of our 

comfort zone and thoughtfully say “OK but I’m not sure I’m comfortable 

with this” we have responded.  Response is when we take captive every 

thought and bind up those that do not honour or glorify God.  Reaction is 

when we simply speak our minds without consideration of how it might 

harm others or our own faith journey. 

To the best of my knowledge few if any of you are being called to go caving 

at night (although it is as light inside as outside at that time).  However we 

are all being called to follow, and the challenge is will we react out of self-

preservation or will we respond in surrender to the one we trust? 



An extract from Alan and Helen Douglas’ missions update …. 

This weekend marked the start of spring in the UK and yes, we are still in the UK. It 

seems funny that spring here only starts in March, as back in Nepal the weather has 

been warm for over a month. One of the blessings of being unexpectedly in the UK has 

been the beautiful spring colours; crocuses, tree blossom, forsythia and especially 

daffodils. Each spring time in Nepal we miss the wonderful yellow blooms of UK 

spring. We did plant some daffodil bulbs one year, that had been posted out to Nepal. 

They provided one glorious burst of colour before being dug up by the neighbours, 

mistaken for onions! So we are enjoying this spring season with its colours, clean fresh 

air, cool walks (lots of walks) and 6- nations rugby. But this was not where we planned 

to be in March. Like the rest of you, we have been 'locked down' here, whilst awaiting 

Helen's surgical treatment, delayed by covid.  

Whilst in the UK we have been able to continue remotely with some of our              

involvements in Nepal. Helen has continued working on several research projects she 

is conducting with colleagues in Patan Hospital. Angus was due to start his role at INF 

in April but that will be delayed until our return to Nepal. However, he has been able 

to do some INF work remotely and has been involved in their strategic review team.  

Our family has adjusted well to UK lockdown life. We have been lent bikes and have 

enjoyed exploring the amazing network of green cycle-ways around Birmingham. The 

children have completed 12 months of online schooling! Whilst all of them would 

agree it is not their preferred style of learning, on the whole they have just got on with 

it - despite the time difference.  During March Caleb sat mock AS Level exams. It 

is unlikely that Nepal's summer exams will be cancelled, unlike in the UK, however, 

Caleb will not be in country to sit them. The current plan is that he will take his 

AS papers in November.  Whilst not ideal, it hopefully means that he will have some 

face-to-face lessons and laboratory experiments  before his first exam.  

Helen's operation is in the last week of March. She will require several weeks recovery 

and follow up before we are cleared to travel. We are praying this will allow us to see 

our family, if rules permit, as despite being in the same country, we have only really 

seen Helen's Dad (in our bubble).  

 



 

 

Continued………. 

Talking of family...We are very excited to write that our international adoption has reached 

the final stage. After medical clearance, we will travel to South Africa together to adopt our 

new son. It seems amazing that it is almost time to bring him into our family. Something 

that God impressed on our hearts, a process started over six years ago is soon to bear fruit. 

Although we know this is only the beginning of our journey together, with many challenges 

ahead, we are thankful and rejoicing in God's amazing provision and timing. At times the 

process felt so slow, but God's timing is perfect. When we started our adoption journey our 

new son had not yet been born. God chose our little boy for our family, working out each 

detail- including his Christian foster home.  

As we mentioned, we did not plan to be in the UK this spring. God had other plans. He knew 

that: our INF visa would be delayed, online schooling would continue, we needed a sabbath 

rest and space before the challenges of adoption. God knew what lay ahead for us. Isaiah 55 

says that His ways and plans are higher than ours. His plans stretch and grow our faith, 

teaching deeper dependency and trust in Him, but are always for our good and His glory. 

We have marvelled again and again at God's timing and provision; from a house to stay in to 

Helen's operation fitting into adoption plans. Even when  we cannot see, He is present and 

working. This truth is  all around us, if we choose to look -bursting forth in  beautiful spring 

colours from the seeming death of  winter. The Lord who takes perfect care of 

these seasons and fragile spring blooms, can be trusted with  the season of our lives. We are 

worth more to Him than  the flowers of the fields.  

There are several areas we would like you to join us in praying for:  

- INFs general agreement is still waiting for government approval. Please pray that this pro-
cess would be completed to enable their important work and visa posts to be secured for 
the next 5 years.  

- Nepal's government that they might unite and work to serve the country and particularly 
those most vulnerable.  

- Helen's full recovery from surgery.  

- That we are able to have our covid vaccinations before we travel to South Africa and on to 
Nepal.  

- That our adoption goes smoothly and we all transition well as a family.  

Thank you for your love, prayers and support, they are vital and much appreciated.  

Wishing you joy this Easter season.  

Angus, Helen, Caleb, Charis and Esther  



 

Come and join us for the 3rd Big Church Read  

Join in with churches, organisations and  individuals across the UK who are 
committing to read through a chosen book together at a chosen time, meeting 
in small groups either in person or online to talk about what they’ve read.  
( for more info check out    https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/) 
 
How does it work? 

We’ll send you a reading plan which means you’ll be able to read through the 
book as a group over a 4 to 8-week period. Each week during the Big Church 
Read, we’ll  release an exclusive video on our website (click here) where the 
author of the chosen book will talk you through the themes in that week’s   
section. You can either meet as a group to watch this together and then      
discuss the chapters you’ve already read, using the video as a reminder, or be 
inspired by the video to read the chosen sections in the week ahead so that 
you can meet again the following week to discuss. It doesn’t matter, the      
important thing is that you read through the book at a set time each week, 
and meet to discuss it with others. We’ll provide some questions to get you 
started in our free downloadable resource pack. Get your free resources here! 
When does it happen? 

The  Big Church Read runs three times a year and we announce the dates on 

this website. You can either join in live with us as we read through the book 

together —  or start at any point once the video and resource  material is 

live.The 3rd Big Church read runs from 24th May for 6 weeks  

Aside from getting hold of a copy of the book, taking part in the Big Church 

Read is completely free – all of the content and resource material to support 

you in reading through the book is provided directly to you once you let us 

know you’re taking part. 

3rd 

https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/
https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/watch/
https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/join-in/


The book we will be reading and discussing is ….. 

  How To Pray .. a simple guide for normal people             

    by Peter Greig 

This down-to-earth introduction to life's greatest            

adventure will guide you deeper in your relationship with 

God, helping you to become more centred and still, clearer 

in discerning God's voice, more able to make sense of your 

disappointments and more expectant for miraculous breakthroughs too. It's 

full of honest, hard-won wisdom interspersed with real-life stories - some 

humorous, others moving - to equip and inspire your prayer life. Journeying 

through the Lord's Prayer, and accompanied by online videos from The Prayer 

Course, which has been used by more than a million people, it unpacks nine 

essential aspects of prayer: stillness, adoration, petition, intercession,        

perseverance, contemplation, listening, confession and spiritual authority.  

 

Continuing on the theme of          

prayer…..our prayer walkers have 

been walking and praying around the 

Abbey Green area on a Sunday for 

several years now.  We have a     

faithful team of walkers who are on a rota, who faithfully set out in pairs to 

pray during the morning service. We believe that God is working through our 

prayers, especially during recent months. Prayer walking has   continued 

since the church building reopened for live streamed services and we feel 

that prayer is even more important for MCBC surrounding area during these 

Covid times.  Thank you to the people who have now volunteered but we still  

need more people to join the rota in order to continue prayer walking each 

Sunday, especially as some of our team are taking a break as they have     

faithfully prayer walked every other Sunday since July! If you would like to 

join the team or just find out more please contact Roger or Pam Gadsby who 

would be pleased to explain in  more detail. 



 
 

Cov365  A year of prayer for Coventry  
Coventry 24-7 Prayer are a small grassroots team of local Christians 

who organised the March 24-7 prayer initiative.  
99 people from over 20 local churches and Christian organisations 
across Coventry came together and prayed unceasingly for a week 

from 14th to 21st March 2021. 
 

Now this week of prayer is becoming a year of prayer! 
 

Organised by the same team, Cov365 is an open invitation to all   
Coventry-based Christians to contribute to unceasing worship and 
prayer from the start to the end of Coventry City of Culture year  

every hour of the day, every day from : 
Saturday 15th May 2021 to 14th May 2022! 

 
Hourly slots can be booked for private worship and prayer, or open 
to others to join. Individuals, families, churches, prayer groups, life 
groups, friendship groups, Christian charities etc. are all welcome. 

Different expressions of faith lined up in a chain of unbroken offering 
to Jesus! 

More information and sign up via the website.  

 
A message from Cov365….. 

“Whilst we’re praying for lives, churches, the city etc. to be changed, 
our number one focus is the Lordship of Jesus Christ. We believe the 
Holy Spirit is the initiator and project manager of the initiative; the 
one who will piece together our humble offerings into something 
worthy of the Lord Jesus.”  

 

https://hopecoventry.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=06ab0bc0953b4f8d94f6dfd98&id=e59136e81b&e=306faad9b5


Prayer points for  the month of May ... 

 Thank you for all those involved in opening the church for live 
worship and streaming from the church building. Pray that the 
technical side will work smoothly and that more volunteers will 
come forward for training. 

 
 Thank you for Food Bank and those who volunteer in the teams 

running it. Pray that those who need to use it will be able to 
access it and not feel worried about coming. 

 
 Thank you for all the work of the George Eliot Hospital. Pray for 

all those on waiting lists for non- covid related treatments and 
procedures that soon they will be seen and treated. 

 
 Thank you that parts of the world are responding to the huge 

rise in covid-19 cases in India and giving oxygen, ventilators and 
vaccines. Pray for all those who are ill and for relatives desper-
ate to get help for them, and for all strength and protection for 
all those working in the hospitals. 

 Please pray for protection, wisdom and strength for our       
leadership team as they meet on 13th May. That as they submit 
themselves to His leading, God would guide them by His spirit 
in their decisions .  



News from The Vine - it has been so lovely to be able to be open and to serve our 
customers again.  We are very impressed with those of you who have sat outside 
despite the weather not always being particularly suited to al fresco dining!  We 
look forward to the 17th May when (we hope) we will be able to serve customers 
indoors as well.  Meanwhile the bookshop is there for all your Christian book, card 
and gift needs.  To help promote what we do to a wider audience we have set up a 
new Instagram account, so if this is your thing, please search for thevinebookshop 
and follow us for regular pics and updates (please note thevinehinckley account is 
no longer in use). 
Another development is that The Vine is now signed up to the online bookselling 
platform bookshop.org.  Bookshop.org is dedicated to supporting independent 
"bricks and motar" bookshops who would find it difficult to have their own      
transactional website.  You can order books from this website and, as long as you 
choose The Vine as your bookshop, we will benefit.  We hope this will help with 
customers who are having difficulty accessing us due to our restricted opening 
hours.  Use this link https://uk.bookshop.org/shop/thevinehinckley or search for us 
under "choose a bookshop" at the top of the homepage.  Please let us have your 
feedback. 
As with everyone, The Vine is having to adjust to life post lockdown and,           
eventually, post pandemic.  Things are not the same as they were before March 
23rd 2020 and because of this we are looking for new volunteers and new trustees 
to help us get back to a full service as things ease over the coming months and as 
we look to the years to come. If you feel it is important that Hinckley and the     
surrounding area continues to have a Christian bookshop in the town as well as a 
friendly, safe space for people to meet over coffee or lunch, then please consider 
supporting us in one of these ways.  We are in particular need of volunteers for the 
coffee shop and trustees who have secretarial skills or experience in                      
finance.  Please make contact with us in person, by email 
(thevinehinckley@hotmail.co.uk)                                  
or by phone (01455 612345) if you are interested. 
 
God Bless 
Jessica Harrison 
Manager 

The Vine Christian Bookshop 

The Borough 

Hinckley 

Leicestershire  LE10 1NL 

http://bookshop.org/
https://uk.bookshop.org/shop/thevinehinckley
mailto:thevinehinckley@hotmail.co.uk


 

Flowers in Church or indeed outside in the 
church garden, remind us of “Creation”, 
and the beauty of creation and evoke a 
sense of wonder of the creativity and   
generosity of our God. 

Each week after the service, the church  
flowers are gifted  to people in or known 
to our church family who are ill or need a little cheer .  Sometimes the flowers are 
given to people to mark special anniversaries, birthdays or achievements. 

This is an important ministry reminding people that they are not forgotten and that 
we, their church family, are thinking and praying for them. 

We would like to say a huge thankyou  to Joan Clarke and Ann Biggs who have for 

over 25years served the church in this way and have now decided to retire from 

this ministry. 

If anyone is interested in continuing this valuable ministry please have a chat with 

Pam Gadsby. The Rota for the weekly contribution of flowers has a few gaps in it so 

if you would like to contribute, again have a chat with Pam who  would love to 

hear from you.  

"Kick Start" Coffee Morning & Cake 

open to all at  

Manor Court Baptist Church  

11am till 12 noon  

Kick Start  

Bitesize video sessions here to help you or a friend manage your money 

Mon 5th July   'Lifting financial pressure' 

Mon 2nd August  'Making your money go further' 

Numbers limited  so please book by call or text to : 

07890 592985 or E mail - terrysalter@capuk.org 

This event is part of MCBC community programme and therefore is free of charge 

mailto:terrysalter@capuk.org


 

 

An extract from Sam  and  Elena’s latest new letter  

Looking Back : During our sabbatical we have been looking back at our time in 

YWAM. I (Sam) joined in 2013 and Elena came shortly after in 2014. Our time at 

The King's Lodge and further afield has been incredible, challenging and without 

God would have been impossible. We have been through a range of seasons 

from the wildly blessed mountain tops to the desert of perseverance and a lot of 

places in between. I'd love to say it has all been super easy too, but the reality is 

we have struggled at times. At other times we have walked the smooth paths 

with few challenges, but mainly it's been a time of growing, rejoicing and fighting 

our way through the hard days. In this update we wanted to look back and     

celebrate the things that together with you and God we have seen come about. 

The Kings Lodge : Had we just been going abroad or doing the more evangelical 

ministries that have been a central point in our lives we would still have so much 

to give God glory for. However, it doesn't end with the trips and the people     

outside of Nuneaton because most of our time has been here, just off the A5, 

residing in Nuneaton/Leicestershire (depending on the address or the county 

boundary line). Therefore, we have possibly had the greatest impact right here. 

Between us we have staffed various Discipleship Training Schools and helped to 

disciple believers as the train and learn how to be missionaries, either full time or 

in whatever roles God has for them. More than that though, we have both 

helped keep The King's Lodge running through serving in multiple roles (at  

different times) from cleaning through to admin, or cooking to maintenance. We 

have both learned new skills and grown in our interactions cross-culturally. 

Learning and Growth:  One of the biggest lessons we have been learning is that 

God is our provider. In YWAM we are not paid for the work we do by YWAM as 

we work with YWAM and not for YWAM. Therefore, there have been times 

where finances have been tight (or tighter than tight) but as we look back over 

the past 6/7 years, God has always faithfully provided according to His timing. 

God has made a way for us to travel many times, to take further courses and to 

feed ourselves each day. I am about to do my Self-Assessment Tax Return for this 

past financial year and every time I do I am amazed at how much God has provid-

ed over the past 12 months. This serves as a reminder for next time we are    

believing for the finances to come in that God does not fail to provide 



Continued……. 

That is just one area that we have been learning and growing in. But we have both 

done further courses with YWAM since we joined and therefore have grown     

tremendously over the past few years. I (Sam) have done two Bible schools where I 

have dug deeper into God's Word and learnt a fair bit of the historical background 

surrounding the different books in the Bible which helps me to understand what 

the author of the book was meaning. Elena has taken the School of the Word and 

the Spirit where she too went deeper into God's Word and learnt more about her 

spirituality as well as how both Word and Spirit are intertwined together and 

shouldn't be seen as separate. That's not to mention the Leadership schools or the 

seminars we have both been involved in either. In fact, we are both currently look-

ing at joining a four-week Kingdom Leadership School starting in just over a week 

so we can grow even more into who God is calling us to be. 

 We Need You  I hope that this update of looking back has been encouraging for 

you to read. We wanted to end though by saying a massive thank you to God, who 

has never left us or abandoned us (and never will). God deserves all the glory for 

each victory won, each lesson learned and each and every blessing. We also want 

to thank you! The older I get, and the deeper I go into God's Word, the more I see 

that Christianity is not an individual faith. It is not possible for me to be a Christian 

without you. Together we make up the body of Christ. Together we are the Bride. 

Together we are the church. Prayer keeps us going, and we have cherished the 

prayers that we have received over the years. There are prayers said over us that 

we will never hear (in this life at least) and those prayers fuel us, give us strength 

and help us to keep our eyes firmly fixed on Christ. So for your prayers we thank 

you. 

Praise and Prayer · For Elena and myself as we look at joining the Kingdom       

Leadership School on 19th April 2021, that God will open the doors for us to be 

involved in the school (assuming it is right for us to do so) and that it will be a 

fruitful time of growth and joyful learning (and that Sam doesn't settle into      

thinking he knows it all already). · Please also be praying for us as we seek God for 

our next steps, especially while we continue on sabbatical and seek the Lord for a 

fresh vision. · For Sam as he seeks to be free from the trauma of the past and step 

into more joy and freedom. A big thing (and the main thing he is currently praying 

into and working through) is to be free from the underlying stress that is            

constantly with him.· We also want to thank God for the way He has faithfully   

provided for us over the years.    Thank you,  Sam & Elena  



We are very excited that The Baptist Assembly 2021 will be an online 

event. This enables it to be available to all, and offers a unique             

opportunity to bring a large number of people together to join in        

worship, prayer, bible study and consideration of current issues. 

The sessions will be online from Thursday 13th—Sunday 16th May   

Access is completely free you can register on our website and we will 

send you all the links you will need  

https://www.baptist.org.uk/Groups/247895The_Baptist_Assembly.aspx 

Churches 
Churches are encouraged to join us on the Sunday morning to share  

together in worship as one whole Baptist family.  

16th May 10.30am United Worship Service with The Baptist Union  

Please join us and other churches in a United Service which will be 

Livestreamed at MCBC. 

 

Just a quick reminder  

Deacons Elections 15th July  

At the last church meeting We were asked to  

be thinking and praying for who to nominate in 

the upcoming Deacons  elections in July. There 

will be 5 vacancies. We were also reminded that as we celebrate being a    

diverse body of people at MCBC and it would be good to reflect that       

diversity and give it a voice within  our leadership team. 



 

Please join us for our twice monthly    Worship and 

Prayer meetings on Zoom  

There will be an opportunity to come together in a time 

of worship from 7.00-7.30pm 

This will then lead into a time of prayer from 7.30pm  

Dates are  6th & 27th May  

 

Sunday 16th May 10.30am  

United Service with the BU 

MCBC have been invited to join in with other churches for 

the BU United Service via Live stream 

 

 

Sunday services are Live streamed  from MCBC   

And are available live or catch up on  Facebook and 

YouTube 

 Service starts at 10.45am 

Followed by Zoom fellowship 

Church Members Meeting  

Thursday 20th May  

7.45pm on the usual Zoom  details  



 

 

All services will be available on U tube and Facebook  

 

 

 

 

Save the date! United Breaks Out is coming to you and your church 

FOR FREE this summer: 

Thursday 29 July – Tuesday 3 August 2021 

In 2020 we experienced the Holy Spirit bringing breakthrough, healing and           

restoration in the lives of thousands through our first United Breaks Out (UBO)  

digital event:  We're praying that God will use United Breaks Out powerfully again 

this summer. And with more freedom to gather, we're excited about the             

opportunity to enable church families to connect, build community, and experience 

and encounter Jesus together. Please share the news with your church - and find 

some outside space for a barbecue!  

UBO & YOUR CHURCH 

We’re inviting churches to join together with us to run local UBO gatherings for 

church communities. Look out for further details on how to register your church to 

receive support and resources from the New Wine team, including our Kids and 

Luminosity (youth) teams.  

All the main celebrations, kids’ and youth sessions will be available completely 

free of charge. This wasn’t our original plan - we've been preparing to open       

bookings for a paid online event to cover ongoing costs and the loss of income from 

cancelled physical gatherings. 

But we believe God has asked us to take a step of faith and obedience. We believe 

He has a plan to resource, empower and equip you and your church this summer, 

for the sake of the nation. So, responding to a strong prophetic sense, we are    

following His call to give UBO away for free, in faith.  

For more info check out    https://www.new-wine.org/events/united-breaks-out/ 


